Introduction
At St. Hild’s Church of England School we believe that every pupil should have
the best learning opportunities we can offer.

Dear Parents and Carers,
Year 9 is a pivotal year in our pupils’ journey towards their future educational pathway, as this is the
year they will streamline their education by making personal choices about the subjects they study.
To support our pupils with their Options choices we offer them a range of activities, advice and
guidance throughout Year 9. As part of that guidance we have created this Options booklet to assist
you and your child through the Options process. Within this booklet you will find all of the
information for the courses that we offer and information for all compulsory subjects.
The compulsory subjects that all pupils will continue to study are: English Language; English
Literature; Mathematics; Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics); RE; core PE and
PSHE. Qualifications will be gained in all of the compulsory subjects with the exception of core PE
and PSHE. This means that the compulsory subjects alone will potentially give pupils seven GCSEs.
Detailed information regarding compulsory subjects can be found at the front of this booklet.
In addition to the compulsory subjects, pupils need to make three Option choices; subject specific
information can be found in this booklet after the compulsory subjects.
At St. Hild’s we want to fully support your child with their Options decision. We believe the support
that we have offered already through key members of staff, and support we will offer in the future,
will allow your child to make informed choices. Please read each subject page carefully. Look for
course content and how the course suits your child alongside the level of interest your child has in
that subject.
At the back of this booklet is an options form to fill in – this is not the final decision for pupils with
regards to their Option choices but an opportunity to discuss potential choices. Please use this
booklet to assist your child with their choices.
An Options video has been released onto the St Hild’s website today to further support you and your
child with the Options process. Staff from all subjects have each created a video about their course. Any
questions in relation to courses can be directed through the school office. Your child will receive an
Options form as an assignment on TEAMs during the week of 12th April 2021 and be expected to
complete the Options form by Friday 23rd April 2021. This will be the official form that we will use to
create pupils’ KS4 timetables. Failure to meet this deadline may jeopardise your child’s final option
choices.
As a school we will always endeavour to match the requirements of all pupils, however if the uptake for
one or more subjects is insufficient then it may not be feasible to run these courses.
Yours faithfully,

Mrs D Ellison

Mr R Oren
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Choosing Options
Choices made now may inform future career pathways so
we need to ensure your child makes the right choices and is
supported every step of the way.

Before choosing options your child must make sure they:
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Keep their option choices as broad as possible; don’t limit their choices to one field of
expertise
Consider which subjects they have had success in or find enjoyment
Take advice from subject teachers, especially if the subjects are new to your child
Think about any career they may have in mind already and research which subjects
would benefit them the most
Do not take subjects just because their friends are opting for them; what suits one
child may not suit another and there will be no guarantee pupils will end up in the
same class
Talk to older siblings or friends and ask them about their experience of the subjects they
are interested in taking. This can give helpful and meaningful advice as they may be
currently studying these subjects
Do not take a subject just because they like the teacher! There will also be no
guarantee of getting the same teacher
Think about their skills and talents and how they approach work. Different subjects
require different skills
Take time to find out the specifics of the course. Subjects have different schemes to
follow; different marking criteria and some have a controlled assessment element
Ask staff if they are still unsure. Your child’s Form Tutor, Year Leader, Subject
Teachers, Subject Leaders and Mrs Sangster, our Careers Lead, will all be able to
offer support and guidance along with the Leadership Team

For help and guidance with option choices, career pathways, further education (college and
university) or alternative routes into careers, please ask Mrs Sangster.
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Choosing Options
Making a Balanced Choice
Choosing a wide variety of subjects will not only support your academic achievements in
school but will also keep potential career pathways open.
Here at St. Hild’s we aspire for all pupils to attend Universities in the future if that is the
pathway they wish to follow. If this is a pathway you are thinking of there is additional
guidance given by higher educational establishments that can supplement the support and
advice offered by Mrs Sangster.

English Baccalaureate
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a progress measure introduced by the Government to
recognise pupil achievement in key academic subjects. No certificate is awarded specifically
for the completion of the EBacc, but it constitutes a set of subjects looked upon favourably
by some Further Education providers and employers. The current pass grade
is Grade 4 which may change by the time your child completes their GCSE examinations
in 2022.
The EBacc is not compulsory at St. Hild’s but is something we would encourage pupils to
consider. It allows a broad, balanced and highly commended route in education. However it
is not a requirement for University acceptance and is not a progress measure we insist
upon.
To obtain the EBacc you would need to have studied and passed the following subjects at
Grade 4:
•

GCSE English Language or GCSE English Literature (either will count but both are
compulsory and must be studied).

•

GCSE Mathematics (compulsory).

•

GCSE in 2 Sciences - either Biology, Chemistry, Physics (all compulsory) or Computer
Science.

•

GCSE in Geography or History.

•

GCSE in Spanish.

Pupils wishing to opt for GCSE Computer Science must have at least a grade 3 in Maths due
to the complexity of the course. GCSE Computer Science is a challenging subject and need
a required level of attainment to study.
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GCSE English Literature (compulsory)
Why should you study English Language?
English Language helps you to make sense of the world around you by enabling you
to critically read texts. It helps you to communicate with those around you through
developing your spoken language skills: presenting; listening; asking and answering
sensible questions. It further helps you to communicate by developing your writing skills,
enabling you to write in a variety of formats and for a variety of purposes.

What skills do you need to be successful in English Language?
You need to be able to:
• Read for meaning at a literal and implied level
• Analyse writers’ use of language and structure to create meaning
• Compare texts
• Produce written texts - both fiction and non-fiction - with a range of interesting ideas,
and with accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar

What careers can you follow if you study English Language?
Pretty much every employer or training provider will want you to have a strong pass grade
in GCSE English Language. Any jobs which require you to interact with the public
- Sales, Telecommunications, Retail etc. - will make use of the skills developed in English
Language.

Outline of the course
GCSE English Language is divided into two papers.
Paper 1 explores fiction – your exam will see you read an extract from a fiction text, answer
some comprehension and analytical or evaluative questions on it, and then you will need to
produce your own piece of fiction writing: usually a narrative or a description.
Paper 2 explores non-fiction – your exam will see you read two pieces of non-fiction on a
common theme, answer some comprehension, analytical, and comparative questions on
them, and then you will need to produce your own piece of non-fiction writing: this could be a
letter, a ‘blog, an article etc.
Over the course of your KS4 English Language study you will be exposed to a wide range of
fiction and non-fiction texts and tasks, where all of the necessary skills will be developed
over time.
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GCSE English Language (compulsory)
Why should you study English Literature?
English Literature explores some of the very best
that’s ever been thought, said and written in English
history. A good knowledge of English Literature is vital to
allow you to ‘join in’ with the many conversations around
art and culture. Further, it allows you to explore important
topics and themes, such as poverty and wealth, or what it
means to be a good member of society.

What skills do you need to be successful in English Literature?
You need to be able to:
• Read for meaning at a literal and implied level
• Analyse writers’ use of language and structure to create meaning
• Compare texts
• Produce written texts - both fiction and non-fiction - with a range of interesting ideas,
and with accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar

What careers can you follow if you study English Literature?
Pretty much every employer or training provider will want you to have a strong pass grade
in GCSE English. Any jobs which require you to interact with the public - Sales,
Telecommunications, Retail etc. - will make use of the skills developed in English. Further
career paths such as Law or Journalism will rely on your having studied it.

Outline of the course
GCSE English Literature is divided into two papers.
Paper 1 explores Shakespeare, and a nineteenth century novel. Most pupils study
‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’. This paper is closed book: you will be given
an extract from the text, but in order to write a good essay in the exam you will need a sound
knowledge of the texts.
Paper 2 explores modern fiction and poetry. You will study ‘An Inspector Calls’, and then
an anthology of fifteen poems focused on power and conflict. This paper is closed book: you
will write about ‘An Inspector Calls’ completely from memory; you will have one of the
poems printed for you in the exam and must compare it to another from memory. As a result,
in order to do well, sound knowledge of the texts is required. The final part of the paper is an
analysis and comparison of two unseen poems.
Over the course of your KS4 English Literature study you will study the set texts outlined
above and have plenty of opportunity to practise writing coherent and well-structured
essays.
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GCSE Mathematics (compulsory)
Why should you study Mathematics?
Mathematics is an exciting and challenging subject. It enables us to solve every day
problems and has many applications across other subject areas. Mathematics teaches
skills such as a logical approach and thinking skills which will equip all pupils in future
education and employment.

What skills do you need to be successful in Mathematics?
You need to be able to:
Develop your Mathematical skills in three key areas to enable you to be
successful in your studies: •

The ability to use and apply standard mathematical techniques

•

The ability to reason, interpret and communicate mathematically

•

The ability to solve problems within mathematics and other contexts

What careers can you follow if you study Mathematics?
What types of skills do employers look for? Problem-solving, analysis, data handling and
communication skills, to name just a few. These transferable skills are useful in any job and
employers recognise that you have them if you have studied Mathematics. By having a
strong foundation in Mathematics you open a path to many career opportunities from
Sciences and Business to Animators and Architects.

Outline of the course
The course is divided into the following subject areas:
Number
Algebra
Ratio, proportion and rates of change
Geometry and measures
Probability
Statistics
There is an increased mathematical difficulty in both the foundation and higher tier
syllabuses. At Foundation tier there is now substantially more content which has been
trickled down from the Higher tier. In both tiers there is greater rigour as the three exams at
the end of the course in Year 11 now last a total of 4.5 hours. These are 3 equally-weighted
exams; one non- calculator and two calculator papers.
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GCSE Biology (compulsory)

Why should you study Biology?
Biology plays an important role in our understanding of the
simple and complex life forms around us including humans,
animals and plants. By studying Biology we can deepen our
understanding of the interaction between ourselves and the
world around us, helping us to appreciate the importance of
our role in the life cycle of our planet.

What skills do you need to be successful in Biology?
You need to be able to:
• Plan and conduct investigations to apply observational skills, practical skills and problemsolving skills
• Use these investigations to help you answer questions about the world around
you
• Effectively communicate your understanding of Biology in a way that enables others to
understand it, using a range of scientific vocabulary correctly

What careers can you follow if you study Biology?
Biology is a key subject for lots of careers, particularly in healthcare, medicine and jobs
involving plants or animals. The list is pretty long and includes: Nursing, Dentistry, Forensic
Science, Psychology, Physiotherapy, Botany, Environmental Science, Zoology, Geology,
Oceanography, Pharmaceuticals, Energy, Teaching, Science Writing, Genetics and
Research.

Outline of the course
GCSE Biology is divided into two papers.
Paper 1 will see you apply your knowledge and
understanding of key concepts in Biology: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and
response and Bioenergetics.
Paper 2 will see you apply your knowledge and understanding of key concepts in Biology:
Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution and Ecology.
Over the course of your KS4 Biology study you will become familiar with some of the
wonders of the physical world and learn how we are connected to the world we are living
in and our interconnectedness with all other forms of life.
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GCSE Chemistry (compulsory)
Why should you study Chemistry?
Chemistry plays a vital part in our lives. It is the study of the
composition, behaviour and properties of matter, and of the elements of
the Earth and its atmosphere. By studying Chemistry we can deepen our
understanding of both organic and inorganic chemical processes and
develop strong knowledge and understanding of how Chemistry plays a
vital role in our everyday lives.

What skills do you need to be successful in Chemistry?
You need to be able to:
• Apply observational skills, practical skills and problem-solving skills
• Carry out scientific enquiries to help you answer questions about the world around
you
• Evaluate scientific results and critically analyse the methodology, evidence and
conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively
• Effectively communicate your understanding of Chemistry in a way that enables others
to understand it

What careers can you follow if you study Chemistry?
Studying Chemistry can open doors to all sorts of careers that you may have never even
imagined! These include Chemical Engineering, Healthcare, Forensic Science,
Nanotechnology, Pharmacology and Laboratory Research. You could also combine your
Chemistry knowledge with Law to become a Patent Attorney.

Outline of the course
GCSE Chemistry is divided into two papers.
Paper 1 will see you apply your knowledge and understanding of key concepts in
Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the
properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes and Energy changes.
Paper 2 will see you apply your knowledge and understanding of key concepts in
Chemistry: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical
analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere and Using resources.
Over the course of your KS4 Chemistry study you will become familiar with how matter is
composed and how substances and materials interact with each other. This will broaden
your appreciation and understanding of the chemical world around you.
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GCSE Physics (compulsory)
Why should you study Physics?
Physics encompasses the study of the Universe from the largest
galaxies to the smallest subatomic particles. By studying Physics we
challenge our imaginations with concepts like Forces and Energy
and we realise how Physics has led to some of mankind’s
discoveries like computers, lasers and sustainable energy sources.

What skills do you need to be successful in Physics?
You need to be able to:
• Apply observational skills, practical skills and problem-solving skills
• Carry out scientific enquiries to help you answer questions about the world around
you
• Evaluate scientific results and critically analyse the methodology, evidence and
•

conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively
Effectively communicate your understanding of Physics in a way that enables others to
understand it

What careers can you follow if you study Physics?
Studying Physics can open the doors to all sorts of jobs and careers. All the technology that
surrounds us is based on the principles of Physics. You could become an Acoustic or
Aerodynamic Engineer, a Meteorologist, Seismologist or even a Video Game Designer.

Outline of the course
GCSE Physics is divided into two papers.
Paper 1 will see you apply your knowledge and understanding of key concepts of Physics:
Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter and Atomic structure.
Paper 2 will see you apply your knowledge and understanding of key concepts of Physics:
Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism
Over the course of your KS4 Physics study you will become familiar with how the world
around us works, from can openers to light bulbs and cameras. Your understanding and
appreciation of the world around you, both large and small will be broadened.
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GCSE Religious Education (compulsory)
Why should you study Religious Education?
Studying Religious Education allows pupils to
develop a personal opinion about a range of issues as
they explore their own and others beliefs. They will do
this by examining a range of topics that affect people
both locally, nationally and internationally. Studying
Religious Education gives pupils the opportunity to
explore a range of faiths. Religious Education offers
a range of opportunities to develop transferable skills
as pupils develop cross curricular links.

What skills do you need to be successful in Religious Education?
•
•

Knowledge of Christian and Muslim teachings.
Knowledge of world issues.

•

An understanding of the impact following a religion has on a believer’s attitudes and
actions.
Skills in evaluating theirs and others opinions of issues.

•

What careers can you follow if you study Religious Education?
The study of RE at GCSE lays a good foundation for further study of Religious Studies at
A-level and complements other related A-level subjects including Philosophy, Law, History,
History of Art, Government and Politics, Sociology and English Literature.
These can lead on to a range of varied career options including Social Worker, Doctors or
Nurses, Lawyers or Judges, Politician, the Armed Forces or the Police Force.

Outline of the course
GCSE Religious Education
Component 1: The study of religious beliefs, teachings and practices.
The pupils will study Christianity and Islam.
Component 2: Thematic Studies.
The pupils will study 4 units from a choice of:
Relationships, Religion and Life; The existence of God; Peace and Conflict; Crime and
Punishment and Human Rights and Social Justice.
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GCSE Art, Craft and Design
Why should you study Art, Craft and Design?
Art, Craft and Design provides you with a wide range of
creative, exciting and stimulating opportunities to explore your
interests in Art and Design in ways that are personally relevant
and truly developmental in nature. The aim in Art education is to
nurture well-rounded cultured individuals and this is why Art,
Craft and Design is a favoured subject by the best universities.

What skills do you need to be successful in Art, Craft and Design?
•

To be successful in Art, Craft and Design you need basic skills at the end of Year 9.
A grade 2 and above would be evidence that you have basic skills.

What careers can you follow if you study Art, Craft and Design?
It leads to many different careers in areas such as Architecture, Fashion Design, Graphic
Design, Marketing, Fine Art, Teaching, Art Therapy etc. Many of our former pupils have
careers in these creative industries and now hold senior positions in global companies.
GCSE Art, Craft and Design provides further progression to Art, Craft and Design related
courses such as GCE (A Level) and BTEC Specialist Design Courses and enhanced
vocational and career pathways including apprenticeships.

Outline of the course
The course of study is devised to genuinely reflect the values, enthusiasms and areas of
expertise of the teachers delivering the course and to meet the individual needs of pupils.
GCSE Art, Craft and Design builds upon the best aspects of the whole school curriculum,
whilst exploiting enhanced opportunities for innovation and personal development.
You will complete a portfolio of work (60% weighting) and an externally set task
(40% weighting).
There are four assessment objectives that constitute an open and expansive coverage of
a range of knowledge, skills and understanding that include recording observations,
exploring media and materials, interpreting works of art and critical thinking.
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GCSE Computer Science
Why should you study Computer Science?
You learn about fundamentals of a computer system, including the hardware and software
which make the computer work, networking computer systems and programming using
the Python computer language. In studying these topics, you will learn how numbers are
represented in computer systems using binary and hexadecimal notation, how algorithms
are used to create instructions and how computer systems communicate with each other.

What skills do you need to be successful in Computer Science?
You should enjoy problem-solving to be successful in programming and have the resilience to
keep working on solutions until they are correct. You enjoy learning about how computers
work, the components needed for a computer system and the different ways of networking
computer systems. This course is a theoretical course with lots of key terms and definitions to
learn.
You need to have a grade 3 or above in Mathematics to choose Computer Science GCSE.

What careers can you follow if you study Computer Science?
There are many of Computer Science and Programming jobs in Britain and abroad. There
are not enough people studying these subjects for the number of jobs, and salaries are
rising because of this. The skills used in computer programming can also lead to jobs in a
lot of other industries and professions such as Engineering, Health and Law Enforcement.

Outline of the course
There are two exams, weighted at 50% each.
Topics you will cover are:
1. Fundamentals of algorithms
 How to use computational thinking to solve problems.
2. Programming
 Using the Python programming language.
3. Fundamentals of data representation
 How computers represent data, including binary, hexadecimal, images and sound.
4. Computer Systems
 Including hardware, computer architecture, Boolean logic and software classification.
5. Fundamentals of computer networks
 How computers communicate with each other.
6. Threats to computer systems
 This unit includes social engineering, malicious code and ways to prevent threats.
7. Ethical, legal and environmental aspects of digital technology on wider society,
including aspects of privacy
 This addresses a wide range of issues, including mobile technologies, theft of
code and hacking.
8. Aspects of software development
 How to develop a piece of software from an initial problem statement.
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GCSE Graphic Communication
Why should you study GCSE Graphic Communication?
Graphic communication is everywhere we look, it is on the books we read, the clothes we wear
and the food we eat. Graphic Communications influences the food we eat and the games we play.
These reasons come from visual language and that is what we are here to both create and
understand.
This course will take you through the process of design and how to develop your own creative
ideas.
You will be creating visual products and ideas ranging from magazines, packaging, and logo
design. You will be given an insight into the design industry and learn about the design process.

What skills do you need to be successful in Graphic Communication?
To study Graphic Communication, you need to be enthusiastic, creative and willing to take
risks when creating design ideas. You will need to be confident when using a computer as
you will be designing and developing ideas using Desk Top Publishing and Computer Aided
Design.
Graphic Communication will help you develop a variety of skills when designing and making
quality products; encouraging you to show creativity, flair and innovation when providing
practical solutions to challenging design situations.
Communication, team work, problem solving, ICT, analytical and practical skills will be
required, enabling you to develop a wide range of transferable skills.

What careers can you follow if you study Graphic Communication?
It leads to many different careers in areas such as Graphic Design, Branding,
Photography, Illustration, Product Design, Web Design and many more. Many of our
former pupils have careers in these creative industries and now hold senior positions in
global companies. GCSE Graphic Communication provides further progression to design
related courses such as GCE (A Level) and BTEC Specialist Design Courses and
enhanced vocational and career pathways including apprenticeships.

Outline of the course
The course of study is devised to genuinely reflect the values, enthusiasms and areas of
expertise of the teachers delivering the course and to meet the individual needs of pupils.
GCSE Graphic Communication builds upon the best aspects of the whole school curriculum,
whilst exploiting enhanced opportunities for innovation and personal development.
This course will require you to design and (in some cases) make a final product or outcome.
You will have the opportunity to make professional looking products using CAD and machines
such as the laser cutter.
Most products will be made from paper, card, and board but in some cases, you will have the
opportunity to experiment with other materials.
You will complete a portfolio of work (60% weighting) and an externally set task
(40% weighting).
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GCSE Graphic Communication
There are four assessment objectives that constitute an open and expansive coverage of
a range of knowledge, skills and understanding that include recording observations,
exploring media and materials, interpreting work from Graphic Designers and critical
thinking. You will study areas such as: Graphic Design, illustration, photography, digital
media, typography, logo design, packaging design and branding. You will be given design
briefs and will undertake projects that develop your design skills.
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GCSE Music
Why should you study GCSE Music?
A recent study in the UK found that playing a musical instrument appears to enhance general
performance in other subjects at GCSE.
Other studies have shown that music benefits learning by activating all areas of the brain.
It will provide transferable skills. GCSE Music involves written, analytical, practical and
social/personal skills such as:
• independent learning: having to be disciplined about practising on their instrument or voice
• team working: particularly if they’re involved in weekly groups or ensembles, concerts and
performances
• performance and presentation skills which are useful for any job/career
• listening: this is highly developed in musicians and it is an important part of the course
• analytical and essay-writing skills
• confidence and self-esteem: which has a knock-on effect in all areas of life and learning
• creativity and self-expression: helping young people to think differently and harness the power of
their imagination

What skills do you need to be successful in GCSE Music?
If you do not already play an instrument you must be keen to learn one. To be successful in Music
you will need to be able to play an instrument or be prepared to spend time learning an instrument.
You will need to self-manage and work to strict deadlines and be prepared to demonstrate your
skills to others in your class.
You will need to practise at home and in school.
It is expected that you, as part of the course, attend these extra-curricular groups to develop your
skills and be involved in whole school performances.
You need to work hard and work well with others.

What careers can you follow if you study GCSE Music?
Careers such as Professional Musician, Professional Singer, Arts Administrator, Television
Production Assistant, Programme Researcher, Secondary School Teacher, Private Music
Teacher, Radio Producer.
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GCSE Music
Outline of the course
There are 3 components to complete in order to gain the qualification.
Component 1: (Performance) Total duration of performances: 4-6 minutes
All learners are required to perform a minimum of two pieces of which at least one must be as part
of an ensemble performance lasting at least one minute. The other piece(s) may be performed
either solo and/or as part of an ensemble. One piece must be linked to one of the four areas of
study. The use of music technology and improvisation is accepted within both solo and ensemble
performances. This component makes up 30% of your course.
Component 2: (Composing) - Total duration of compositions 3 – 6 minutes
All learners are required to compose two pieces of music, one of which must be in response to a
brief set by Eduqas. Learners must submit two compositions with a total playing time of between
3-6 minutes. A composition which responds to a brief set by Eduqas.
Learners select one from a choice of four briefs, each related to a different Areas of Study.
1: Musical Forms and Devices
2: Music for Ensemble Area of study
3: Film Music
4: Popular Music.
Learners must also create a free composition for this component. Learners will compose a piece
of music in a style of their own choice.
Component 3: Written examination:
1 hour 15 minutes 40% of qualification Eight questions in total, two on each of the four areas of
study. The appraising examination will consist of eight questions, two on each area of study. Of
the eight questions, six will be on unprepared musical extracts and two on extracts set by WJEC
which relate to two areas of study.
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GCSE Drama
Why should you study GCSE Drama?
GCSE Drama will help you to develop practical and evaluative skills - whilst gaining an
appreciation of drama through performance, devising and critical deconstruction of live theatre.
You will demonstrate your own abilities through practical elements of the course as well as your
theory and understanding in the written paper. You will specialise in:










Acting and performing
Directing and devising your own work
Appreciating live performance work
Crafting live performance work
Evaluating your own and others work
The process from page to stage
Script writing
Working effectively in a group and as an individual
Research and problem-solving skills
Transferable skills include:

Creativity

Organisational Skills

Cultural Understanding

Confidence

Self-discipline

Time management

Research skills

Self-awareness

Communication Skills

Team work

The ability to deal with critique

Leadership Skills

What skills do you need to be successful in GCSE Drama?
You will need to have an Interest in theatre and acting. You will also need to self-manage and
work to strict deadlines and be prepared to demonstrate your skills to others in your class.
You should attend extra-curricular groups and be involved in whole school performances
You need to work hard and work well with others.

What careers can you follow if you study GCSE Drama?
A career in Performing Arts as a performer or technician, a career in Media and TV/Film including
journalism, any career in which communication with an audience is important such as Law, Politics
or Teaching, Stage Manager, Choreographer, Event Manager
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GCSE Drama
Outline of the course


There are 3 components to complete in order to gain the qualification. Learners have the
option to work practically as performers and/or designers in Components 1 and 2.



For Component 1 - (Devising Theatre) you will work in a group on an original piece of
Drama based on a choice of 4 stimuli. As well as researching the educational or political
issue you want to present to an audience you will also keep a portfolio of evidence of your
contributions and ideas towards the group piece. This component makes up 40% of your
course.



For Component 2 - (Performing from a Text) you will perform extracts from a play or
present and implement your design skills to play extracts. This component makes up 20%
of your course and is assessed entirely practically.



For Component 3 - (Interpreting Theatre) you will sit a 90 minute written exam in which you
will answer questions on a set text that will have been studied practically and theoretically
as part of the course. On the same exam paper you will answer a question on live theatre.
This component makes up 40% of your course.
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GCSE 3D Design
Why should you study 3D Design?
The main aim in 3D Design is to develop skills and techniques in design and production and to
understand the different elements of the whole design process. It will also give you a chance to
explore and develop ideas through 3D digital design, as well as different technical drawings styles.
Specific practical skills will be developed in the use of specialised 3D design packages such as
Solidworks and this can then be turned into realisation by using 3D printing techniques and the laser
cutter.
The use of specialised machinery within Stem 1 will also be used developing your engineering skills
and learning about the uses of different materials.

What skills do you need to be successful in Three-dimensional Design?
You need to be a creative, independent thinker who enjoys problem solving. You need to have an
interest in the design and manufacturing process and be able to critically analyse your own work
and the work of others. You must also be prepared to take risks with your designs and be
confident when producing free hand drawings and CAD based models.

What careers can you follow if you study Three-dimensional Design?
Studying 3D Design can lead to a number of career pathways. It can open up a wealth of ‘A’ Level
courses as well as lead to direct access of vocational qualifications at Level 3, such as BTEC
Specialist Design Courses, or BTEC Engineering.
It can also lead to many different careers in areas such as Architecture, Product Design, and
numerous Engineering disciplines. These include, Aerospace, Mechanical, Electrical, and Civil
Engineering.

Outline of the course
3D Design involves the designing, prototyping, modelling or making of functional consumer
products, interiors or architecture. You will work with a range of different processes, materials and
construction techniques, using models and working drawings to help take your initial ideas through
to realisation and the production of a final piece.
The areas that will be covered are:







Product design
Interior design
Environmental/landscape design
Sculpture
Architectural design
Set design
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GCSE 3D Design
There are four assessment objectives that constitute an open and expansive coverage of a range
of knowledge, skills and understanding that include recording observations, exploring media and
materials, interpreting 3D models and critical thinking.
You will complete a portfolio of work (60% weighting) and an externally set task
(40% weighting).

20

GCSE Geography
Why should you study GCSE Geography?
Geography will help you to ask questions about the world in which you live and come up with
answers that help you understand your place in it. You will develop skills such as using statistics,
problem solving, map skills, using creative thinking, being able to investigate current issues and
topics e.g. hurricanes, storms, extreme weather, volcanic eruptions, growing cities and population
growth. It has some of the most transferable skills that are valued by employers, and this is why as
a degree subject it has some of the highest rates of employment.

What skills do you need to be successful?
Good statistical maths and English skills; be a problem solver, team worker, enjoy investigating
and researching geographical issues, be good at giving your point of view on an issue with
evidence to back it up.

What careers can you follow if you study GCSE Geography?
You could become a city planner; civil engineer e.g. coastal defences; work for the environment
agency e.g. monitoring and developing flood defences; work in the armed forces; public services
e.g. police; all types of management roles; journalism, politics or work in outdoor learning among
many other opportunities.

Outline of the course (3 papers)
The main areas of study in AQA GCSE Geography are:
3.1 Living with the physical environment (Paper 1 1hour and 30 minutes):
Includes topics such as Natural Hazards and Tectonic Hazards, Climate
Change, Tropical rainforests, Glaciation and Coasts.
3.2: Challenges in the human environment (Paper 2: 1 hour and 30 minutes):
You will investigate big topics such as Urban Issues and Challenges and The Changing Economic
World which include the following areas of study:
Global patterns of urban change in NEE’s and HIC’s e.g. population, Opportunities and
Challenges in developing countries, Sustainable living, Reducing the global development gap,
Economic growth and Changing demand on resources e.g. water.
3.3 Geographical applications (Paper 3: 1 hour and 15 minutes):
You will conduct 2 fieldwork enquiries over the 2 years, the Human enquiry is based on Newcastle
looking into opportunities for recreation and entertainment and the Physical enquiry is a coastal
enquiry.
3.4 Geographical skills (in all 3 papers): You will apply all the skills you have been developing in
KS3 e.g. grid references using them to help you understand the world in which you live. You will
further develop your ability to write at length and justify your opinions using facts and evidence.
You will be able to use data and statistics to support your point of view.
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GCSE History
Why should you study History?
GCSE History is not simply about dates - far from it! Through the study of History pupils
will become competent at analysis and evaluation and will be able to work independently,
formulate an opinion and present a polished and sophisticated argument. History creates
learners who can think for themselves. History helps us to understand how our world and
society has developed, as well as the skills to succeed and evolve within it.

What skills do you need to be successful in History?
History is a highly academic and literate subject that builds upon the extended writing and
source skills developed in years seven, eight and nine. Pupils will need to analyse and
evaluate historical sources and interpretations. Pupils will develop critical thinking skills to
understand how and why different interpretations of events have been constructed.
Pupils will investigate, carry out discussion and paired worked.

What careers can you follow if you study History?
History is a well-respected and academic subject which, together
with English, Maths and Science, offers an impressive portfolio
of qualifications for further/higher education, and is part of the English Baccalaureate. From
Law, the Armed Forces, Journalism and Accountancy to Business & Finance, the Arts,
Public Services and Engineering, History can open doors to a vast array of jobs and
careers, because it instils the high- level skills which universities and employers seek.

Outline of the course
History GCSE is the Edexcel course that consists of four dynamic and interesting units split
across three final exam papers:
PAPER 1 Thematic Study and Historic Environment
This exciting and very different unit looks at how medicine and public health changed and
developed in Britain from 1000AD to the present day. We will study what amazing medical
discoveries were made during this time, who was responsible for them and what events and
factors brought them about. We will investigate famous individuals, study the developments of
surgery as well as how our unique NHS evolved.
We will also carry out a historic environment study – how medicine and technology evolved
during the First World War on the Western Front.

PAPER 2 Period study and British depth study
Period study: The American West c1835-c1895
This unit looks at the impact of westward expansion in America and how this impacted the
Native Americans as well as the challenges faced by white settlers. How white settlers tried to
survive in the unchartered terrain and the problems with law and orders. However, this unit is
more than just “Cowboys and Indians” - it is a chance to study how America was shaped into
the country we know it as today.
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GCSE History
British depth study: Norman England covering an historic site:
This unit is an opportunity to study some medieval history. This involves looking at how and
why William, Duke of Normandy was able to conquer England at the Battle of Hastings and
the impact the Normans had on all aspects of Anglo-Saxon England after the conquest.
PAPER 3 Modern Depth Study
This section of the course looks at what happened to Germany after WW1. We will
cover how Germany was forced to accept the harsh terms of the Treaty of Versailles and the
impact these had. We will also consider the key events of 1920s Weimar Germany. This
helps us understand Adolf Hitler’s rise to power and how Hitler dealt with law and order,
women, education etc. within his Nazi state.
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GCSE Spanish

Choosing GCSE Spanish means learning much more than
a language. Pupils who have a n aptitude in Spanish or who
are considering university entry should seriously think about
getting a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language, as it is
essential for the English Baccalaureate.
Knowledge of a foreign language is a skill that most Europeans have. To compete in an
international work place a second language is essential. If an employer has to choose
between two candidates who have equal GCSE results, but one has a language and the
other doesn’t, it is likely that he/she will choose the person who has this extra skill.

What skills do you need to be successful in Spanish?
•
•
•
•

A willingness to speak the language.
A desire to learn about new cultures and an ability to pick up a new language easily.
There will be opportunities to participate in trips, whether at home or abroad. You will be
expected to take part in all the activities organised on these visits.
An ability to retain vocabulary and paragraphs from memory in the foreign language.

What careers can you follow if you study Spanish?
The Spanish language is opening new doors for international companies that were
not considered valuable in the past. The ability to speak both Spanish and English is
an advantage for finding a job with the many multinational companies using Spanish
as their working language, in a wide range of sectors (Business, Law, Finance, Travel
and Tourism, Retailing, Automotive, Luxury goods, Aeronautics to name but a few).

Outline of the course
You will study the following three themes and will be assessed in the four skills of Listening,
Speaking, Reading and Writing (each exam is worth 25% of the overall GCSE):



Identity & Culture
Local, national, international and global areas of
interest Current and future study and employment
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GCSE Physical Education
Why should you study GCSE PE?
You should consider studying this course if you love playing sport, are interested in how the
human body works and want to learn more about how social and cultural factors can impact
sport. There is a large focus on the theory behind sporting performance.

What skills do you need to be successful in GCSE PE?
You need to be able to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Play and compete in at least one sport both inside and outside of school to a good level
Attend extra-curricular PE clubs and be fully equipped to all PE lessons
Be keen to develop knowledge and understanding of scientific links to sport
Enjoy classroom-based study and be able to revise and prepare for exams well
Improve your own performance in a range of sports and aspire to A Level PE
Have a keen interest in the world of sport outside of school PE and clubs

What careers can you follow if you study GCSE PE?
This qualification is accepted by all colleges and can be used to move on to further study in A
Level PE/BTEC Level 3 in Sport. This course is an excellent pre-requisite for Careers in
Sport such as Strength and Conditioning roles, Teaching/Lecturing, Physiotherapy, Sports
Psychology, Sports Science and Sports Development.

Outline of the course
Applied anatomy and physiology - You will learn how the body functions in sport.
Movement analysis - You will learn how movement is created and sports actions are
performed. Physical training - You will learn about types of training and their benefits.
Use of data - You will appreciate how data is used to analyse in sports science and
performance. Sports psychology - You will learn how and why the mind is important in
sport.
Socio-cultural influences - You will learn about how society and culture can impact
sport. Health, fitness and well-being - You will learn about the importance of a
healthy lifestyle.
60% THEORY - Two exam papers
40% NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT - Practical performances/Coursework
Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes / 30% of GCSE
Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport Written
exam: 1 hour 15 minutes / 30% of GCSE
Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport. Three sports
performances (25 marks/10%) plus a piece of analysis coursework (25 marks/10%).
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Performances will be assessed in three sports (one team sport, one individual and one
other). Sports can only be selected from the list AQA have provided so please see a
member of the PE staff if you are unsure about whether your sports qualify).
Coursework will be in the form of a performance analysis and improvement task.
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BTEC Sport (Level 1/Level 2 Award)
Why should you study BTEC Sport?
You should consider studying this course if you enjoy learning in a more practical way and
prefer to complete coursework tasks over written exams. You should have a keen interest in
health and fitness, be keen to learn about sports performance analysis and have an interest
in developing your personal leadership skills. You should also be able to meet deadlines.

What skills do you need to be successful in BTEC Sport?
You need to be able to:




Apply the components of fitness and principles of training to a training programme
Apply rules, techniques and tactics to two specific sports
Plan, lead and review a sports session for your peers

What careers can you follow if you study BTEC Sport?
This qualification is accepted by all colleges and can be used to move on to A Level PE/
BTEC Level 3 in Sport. It is an excellent choice for those interested in Sports Careers in
Sports Coaching, Roles in the Fitness Industry, Sports Development, Physiotherapy/Sports,
Injury Rehabilitation, Sports Leadership, Lecturing and Sports Performance Analysis.

Outline of the course
The core units are:
 Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise (Online Exam - two
attempts) Unit 2: Practical Sports Performance (Coursework tasks)
 Unit 3: Applying the Principles of Personal Training (Coursework
tasks)
 Unit 6: Leading Sports Activities (Coursework tasks)
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport includes an externally assessed
unit in the core, Unit 1 - Fitness for Sport and Exercise, along with internally assessed
units which enable learners to receive feedback on their progress throughout the course as
they provide evidence towards meeting the unit assessment criteria. Pupils will be asked to
produce evidence of meeting unit criteria through coursework tasks including written
reports, graphs, posters, projects, project plans, time-constrained practical assessments,
audio-visual recordings, a working logbook and presentations.
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BTEC Travel and Tourism
Why should you study Travel and Tourism?
BTEC Travel and Tourism is a high quality, hands-on qualification grounded in the real
world of work. The course is all about ‘learning by doing’ to develop the practical knowledge and
skills employers and universities are looking for. It’s so much more than just a certificate. BTEC
qualified pupils keep applying what they learn at school, college, and university throughout
their future careers.
The course will predominantly involve you working
independently to research specific Travel and Tourism
based topics. You will be taught in a designated classroom
equipped with computer facilities and a range of specialist
equipment.

What skills do you need to be successful in Travel and Tourism?
•
•
•
•
•
•

The ability to work to deadlines.
Communicate effectively with individuals, groups and organisations.
Think logically and propose reasoned solutions.
Manage time, learn independently and use ICT effectively.
Work as part of a team and take on responsibility.
Write concisely, clearly and accurately.

What careers can you follow if you study Travel and Tourism?
The travel and tourism sector comprises of many different industries and sub-industries,
including services such as Retail Travel, Currency Exchange, Tour Operators and Tourist
Boards. It also covers passenger transport including Coach, Aviation, Rail and Waterways
and visitor attractions such as Museums, Theme Parks, Zoos and Heritage Sites.

Outline of the course
You will study two core units that form the fundamental knowledge and understanding of the
travel and tourism sector, followed by a further two units from a selection of four optional
specialist units.
You are asked to produce a portfolio of work for each unit that shows understanding and a
wide range of simulated evidence (75 %). All the units will be assessed by the class teacher
and the subject coordinator. There is a 1hour 15 minute exam for this qualification (25%).
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BTEC Health and Social Care
Why should you study Health and Social Care?
BTEC Health and Social Care is a high quality, hands-on
qualification grounded in the real world of work. The course is all
about ‘Learning by doing’ to develop the practical knowledge and
skills employers and universities are looking for.
The course will predominantly involve you working independently
to research specific Health and Social Care based topics. You
will be taught in a designated classroom equipped with computer
facilities and a range of specialist equipment.

What skills do you need to be successful in Health and Social Care?
To be successful on the course you will need to have a range of transferable skills, including
the ability to:
•
•
•
•
•

Work to deadlines
Communicate effectively with individuals, groups and organisations
Produce accurate records and make informed decisions
Work as part of a team and take on responsibility
Relate knowledge gained to situations in Health and Social Care

What careers can you follow if you study Health and Social Care?
This course gives you an insight into the knowledge, skills and qualities needed by
an individual wishing to follow a career in one of the hundreds of job roles available in the
Health and Social Care sector. In Healthcare, this includes jobs such as Doctors,
Pharmacists, Nurses, Midwives, Healthcare Assistants and Administrators, while Social
Care roles include Care Assistants, Social Workers, Occupational Therapists and
Counsellors. Demand for both Health and Social Care is likely to continue to rise, so it is
sure to continue to play a key role in UK society, and the demand for people to fill these vital
jobs will increase.

Outline of the course
You will study three compulsory components (Human Lifespan Development, Health and
Social Care Services and Values, Health and Wellbeing).
The Health and Wellbeing unit will be assessed by an external synoptic assessment in
Year 11 lasting two hours.
For assessment of the other two components you must produce written assignments which
will be internally marked.
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BTEC Hospitality and Catering
Why should you study EDUQAS Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering?
Hospitality and Catering is an exciting and creative course which gives
you the knowledge, skills and understanding required to be successful in a variety
of job roles within the hospitality and catering industry. You will have the opportunity
to develop food preparation and cooking skills as well as transferable skills of problem
solving, organisation and time management, planning and communication.

What skills do you need to be successful In Hospitality and Catering?
You will need to be an independent worker who demonstrates attention to detail in both your
practical and written work. You must be able to work safely and hygienically at all times and be
open to working collaboratively.
You will have an interest in developing a wide range of skills to allow you to plan menus,
understand the nutritional requirements and needs of customers, how to maintain accurate
records and plan events. To do this, you will need to develop your analytical and evaluative skills
as well as your practical cookery skills.

What careers can you follow if you study Hospitality and Catering?
When you complete this course, you will be qualified to progress to a range of different Level 3
Hospitality and Catering qualifications or embark on an apprenticeship/full-time career in the
industry. The hospitality and catering sector includes all businesses that provide food, beverages,
and/or accommodation services. This includes restaurants, hotels, pubs and bars. It also includes
airlines, tourist attractions, hospitals and sports venues. According to the British Hospitality
Association, hospitality and catering is Britain’s fourth largest industry and accounts for around
10% of the total workforce. Since 2010, over 25% of all new jobs have been within the hospitality
and catering sector with the majority of new roles falling within the 18-24 age groups.

Outline of the course
The EDUQAS Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering is made up of two mandatory units.
 Unit 1 The Hospitality and Catering Industry – Examination – 40% of final grade.
Pupils apply their knowledge of all aspects of the industry and are able to propose new
hospitality and catering provisions for specific locations. Pupils will be able to use their learning
of different types of establishment and job roles to determine the best option. They will then
determine how the proposed hospitality and catering provision will operate efficiently, legally
and be financially viable, whilst meeting the needs of their potential market.
 Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action – Practical-based project – 60% of final grade.
Pupils apply their learning to safely prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes.
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Year 9 Option Choices 2021

KEY STAGE 4 OPTION CHOICES FORM
Name

Tutor Group

This is a practice form to aid discussion before final option choices.
Please indicate your three choices in the tables below by numbering from 1 to 3, 1 being your
favourite choice.
You will also need to put down one reserve R as we cannot guarantee you will get all 3 choices.
In addition to these choices your child will gain qualifications in the following core subjects:
English, Mathematics, Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) and Religious Education.
You cannot choose more than 1 subject from each colour block within the table below:

Art, Craft and Design GCSE
3D Design GCSE
Graphical Communication GCSE
Hospitality and Catering BTEC
Drama GCSE
Music GCSE
Health and Social Care BTEC
Travel and Tourism BTEC
You may choose any combination from the list of subjects below:

Computer Science GCSE (3+ in Maths)
Geography GCSE
History GCSE
Physical Education GCSE/ BTEC Tech Award
Spanish GCSE
As a school we will always endeavour to match the requirements of all pupils, however if the uptake
for one or more subjects is insufficient then it may not be feasible to run these courses.
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