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#theheadsaid
As we approach Christmas, a time of joy and festivity, but also a time to remember Christ’s birth
and the promises that brings of hope, peace, joy and love. We must all take time over the festive
season to ensure we have a moment of peace so that we can be kind to ourselves as well as each
other. The New Year brings with it much promise; I pray 2022 will be a year to remember for all the
right reasons.
It has been a delight to have the children back in the building for a full term, with some sense of
normality. Their enthusiasm and cheer, along with their hard work and determination to succeed
has not gone unnoticed, and this Newsletter is full of our pupils’ achievements and the wonderful
work we do at St. Hild’s.
I am reminded of the African proverb: “It takes a village to raise a child” which recognises that the
upbringing of a child is a shared responsibility and I thank you all for your continues support.
On behalf of myself and the staff at St. Hild’s, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy,
safe and peaceful New Year.

Mrs Gibson
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										December 2021
Dear St. Hild’s Community
Message from Roger Alston, Chair of the NEAT Academy Trust Board and St. Hild’s Monitoring
Committee
Since St. Hild’s joined NEAT Academy Trust a Monitoring Committee, including members of the NEAT
Academy Trust Board and the Diocesan Director of Education, has been providing oversight of the
school. It is now time to include a locally-based committee in governance, involving people who have
local knowledge, experience and connections. With the recent appointment of Jo Campbell as Chair of
the Local Governing Committee, we now have all members of the St. Hild’s Local Governing Committee
in post.
The St. Hild’s Monitoring Committee will remain in place for now and work alongside the St. Hild’s Local
Governing Committee while it establishes itself.
Message from Joanne Campbell, Chair of the St. Hild’s Local Governing Committee
I am delighted to be writing to you on behalf of the newly formed Local Governing Committee of
St. Hild’s Church of England School. As chair of the Local Governing Committee, I feel honoured
and excited to be able to work so closely with pupils, staff, parents, carers, fellow Local Governing
Committee and Monitoring Committee members, the Diocese and the trust’s CEO to support and
challenge the future growth of St. Hild’s.
The main priority of the Local Governing Committee will be to ‘step inside the shoes’ of the St. Hild’s
community and work in close partnership with all stakeholders to ensure St. Hild’s provides a high
quality education for all.
I am delighted to report that there is a real strength in our newly formed Local Governing Committee;
we have members with a vast knowledge and experience of education ranging from the Early Years
through to KS5, members who have crucial, local knowledge of the school community and context including parents and staff. But above all, we have a committed group of governance volunteers, who
will – alongside the St. Hild’s Monitoring Committee - become very visible on the school site in 2022
and beyond. We are looking forward to meeting you all in person and listening to your feedback with
regards to what is working well at St. Hild’s and what improvements could be made to make the school
even better.
Behind the scenes, the Local Governing Committee has already begun to work in close partnership
with the Diocese and the St. Hild’s Monitoring Committee. It was our pleasure to attend the recent
Celebration Event. A huge well done to all pupils (and their families) who received an award.
Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to wish the St. Hild’s community a very merry Christmas
and happy new year. Stay safe, and we look forward to meeting you all in person in the coming year.
‘For those who hope in the Lord, will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like Eagles.’
(Isaiah 40:31)
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“I have come that they may have life in all its fullness.” -

John 10:10

SCHOOLCLOUD
The school has introduced a new intuitive and easy to use online
parent’s evening system called SchoolCloud
https://sthildschurchofengland.schoolcloud.co.uk/

This system allows parents to choose their own appointment times with teachers and receive email
confirmation and reminders. They can also view all their bookings on the SchoolCloud site and make
amendments up until the cutoff date.
Appointments are held remotely using video and parents can take part using a mobile phone or any device
with internet access, mic and camera.
Advantages to the system include:
More flexibility
Parents can choose their own appointment times, with the teachers they want to see.
Evenings run more to time
A sensible gap between appointments can be automatically inserted to ensure parents arrive at their
next appointment on time. An on-screen countdown lets them know how much time there is left on each
appointment.
Automatic Appointment Booking
The system has an automatic booking mode to find the most efficient appointment schedule for the parent
to see the teachers in the shortest amount of time possible.
Waiting List
For busy teachers, parents can join a waiting list. The teacher can follow up with the parent at a later time.
A guide to using the video system for appointments
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-overvideo-call

Parents’ Guide for Booking Appointments
Browse to https://sthildschurchofengland.schoolcloud.co.uk/
Step 1: Login
Fill out the details on the page then click the Log In button.
A confirmation of your appointments will be sent to the email address you
provide.

Step 2: Select Parents' Evening
Click on the date you wish to book.
Unable to make all of the dates listed? Click I'm unable to attend.

Step 3: Select Booking Mode
Choose Automatic if you'd like the system to suggest the shortest possible
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schedule based on the times you're available to attend. To pick
the times to book with each teacher, choose Manual. Then press Next.
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Step 3: Select Booking Mode
Choose Automatic if you'd like the system to suggest the shortest possible
appointment schedule based on the times you're available to attend. To pick
the times to book with each teacher, choose Manual. Then press Next.
We recommend choosing the automatic booking mode when browsing on a
mobile device.

Step 4: Select Availability
Drag the sliders at the top of the screen to indicate the earliest and latest you
can attend.

Step 5: Choose Teachers
Select the teachers you’d like to book appointments with. A green tick indicates
they’re selected. To de-select, click on their name.

Step 6: Book Appointments (Automatic)
If you chose the automatic booking mode, you'll see provisional appointments
which are held for 2 minutes. To keep them, choose Accept at the bottom left.
If it wasn’t possible to book every selected teacher during the times you are
able to attend, you can either adjust the teachers you wish to meet with and try
again, or switch to manual booking mode.

Step 7: Book Appointments
Click any of the green cells to make an appointment. Blue cells signify where
you already have an appointment. Grey cells are unavailable.
To change an appointment, delete the original by hovering over the blue box
and clicking Delete. Then choose an alternate time.
You can optionally leave a message for the teacher to say what you’d like to
discuss, or raise anything beforehand.
Once you’re finished booking all appointments, at the top of the page in the
alert box, press click here to finish the booking process.

Step 8: Finished
All your bookings now appear on the My Bookings page. An email confirmation
has been sent and you can also print appointments by pressing Print. Click
Subscribe to Calendar to add these and any future bookings to your calendar.
To change your appointments, click on Amend Bookings.
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Important Events 2022

(including Parents’ Consultation Evenings)

Tuesday 15th February
Year 11 Parents’ Consultation Evening
Tuesday 22nd March
Year 8 Parents’ Consultation Evening
Thursday 24th March
Alternative Curriculum Day
Friday 8th April
Professional Development Day for Staff
Tuesday 26th April
Year 7 Parents’ Consultation Evening
Monday 2nd May
Bank Holiday. School closed today
Tuesday 24th May
Year 10 Parents’ Consultation Evening
Thursday 30th June
Year 11 Leavers’ Prom
Friday 1st July
Professional Development Day for Staff
Wednesday 6th July
Alternative Curriculum Day
Wednesday 13th July
Annual Awards Evening
Monday 25th July
Professional Development Day for Staff

We expect to find God at work in our school
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Celebrating Success!
We are delighted to celebrate the many successes of the incredible Class of 2021 who can hold their
heads up high and be very proud of their results, we certainly are very proud of them! Our Graduates
have worked hard and shown great resilience to achieve the success they rightly deserve.
St. Hild’s Church of England School continues to strive to achieve the
highest standards, as quite simply, our children deserve the best. We
are extremely proud to be a fully inclusive school, celebrating success at
all levels. The support from our amazing staff, Governors, parents and
carers is crucial to the success of the children and the results show just
how important this relationship is.

There have been outstanding individual successes across the
board, and we are thrilled that a number of pupils have gained
the top Grade 9, with one pupil being awarded 10 grade 9s
which truly is a remarkable achievement!

I would like to congratulate our pupils on their achievements; it has been such a pleasure to see them
develop and leave us happy in the knowledge that they have gained the grades they worked so hard
for. However, the fact that our pupils have developed into kind, caring and responsible young people,
which will leave a legacy far beyond the school gates, is something to be equally celebrated.
The Class of 2021 can begin the next phase in their education or training with great excitement.
At St. Hild’s we certainly agree that hard work really does pay off!
Well done Year 11.
Mrs Gibson
Headteacher
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Celebrating Success!

Here are a selection of quotes from some of the pupils
who collected their results:
‘I’m really proud of my results and happy
that my hard work has paid off.’ - E.H.
‘It has been a really hard 18 months, but I
am really proud of my results and that all my
hard work has finally paid off.’ - N.B.
‘I’m very happy with my results and want to
thank my teachers for helping me achieve
them.’ - A.E.
‘Despite a rough start, I believe I have
achieved good grades and can achieve so
much more in the near future.’ - C.E.
‘I have loved all five years of school. I have made
amazing memories and friends. I am super proud of
myself for all of the hard work I have put in.’ - K.B.
‘I am so happy with my results and I’m thankful for
all the memories I have made.’ - R.K.
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Year 11 Leavers’ Prom

St. Hild’s Church of England School pupils celebrate their delayed school prom at Wynyard Hall.

After a tough 18 months, our Year 11 pupils got the news they had been waiting for, the school prom was
finally going ahead.
On 1st September, St. Hild’s Church of England School held their annual school prom at Wynyard Hall Estate.
The venue could not have been a more fitting place to celebrate, after a challenging year.
The atmosphere was amazing, all pupils thoroughly enjoyed the night, which included singing, dancing and
Y11 Prom Awards.

Mrs Gibson, Headteacher said “It is such a privilege to spend the evening with this fantastic lot!”
“Year 11 pupils now have a moment to treasure and share with their friends. We wish them the best
of luck in their future endeavours.”

St. Hilda’s Church Welcomes Year 7
During our Alternative Curriculum Day our Year 7 pupils
were invited to St. Hilda’s church on the Headland. During
their visit Year 7 learnt all about the Northern Saints.
Pupils were invited to watch short videos about each of the
Northern Saints and had opportunity to complete some
reflections. Pupils were able to discuss what they could
learn from the Saints and why they were good role models
for pupils at St. Hild’s.
We concluded our time at St. Hilda’s church by participating
in an act of worship where we were able to learn a new
song and bring all our learning from the morning together.
The pupils all had a great morning and were a credit to
the school. Pupils have been inspired and would love the
opportunity to visit Holy Island in the future.
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Summer School
Welcome to a week of learning, challenge and making new friends!
Our new Year 7 pupils were invited in for a week of summer school.
During the week pupils were looking forward to getting a feel of the school, meeting some of
the staff and getting a flavour of what learning at St. Hild’s Church of England School looks like.
Pupils enjoyed writing to their future self, solving problems,
investigating Jesus as a super hero, using their new Spanish skills
to escape a room and spending time reflecting in our Chapel.
Pupils were all up for the challenge and were superstars who put
100% effort into all their learning.
In the afternoon pupils were challenged to learn new skills
including football, self-portrait painting, climbing and den
building. Pupils overcame fears and threw themselves into all the
activities. They developed skills, built confidence and made new
friends along the way.
Staff were blown away by how enthusiastic and hard working all
our Year 7s were and so we ended the week with a celebration.
Pupils were given awards for their character across the week.
Certificate
of

Attendance

This is to certify that

attended the
Transition Summer School
at
St. Hild’s Church of England School

Mr Crannage
Miss Murray
August 2021

What did pupils say
about the week?
Certificate
of

Attendance

This is to certify that

“I feel ready for starting St. Hild’s.”
attended the
Transition Summer School
at
St. Hild’s Church of England School

Mr Crannage
Miss Murray
August 2021

“I was nervous about coming, but now I am
looking forward to it.”

“I am glad I now know some of the
teachers and how to get around the
school.”
“I loved making new friends and cannot
wait to start St. Hild’s.”

Newsletter Dec 21
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Year Group Update - Year 7
The end of the term is a good time to pause and feel a sense of pride in
what we have achieved so far as we reflect on the activities that have
taken place this term in the challenges of a pandemic that still hasn’t gone
away.
The commitment to teaching and learning continues to flourish alongside
our extra-curricular activities.
The highlights this year for me include the beautiful and moving Assembly of Light which welcomes
every Year 7 child into the St. Hild’s family. It is a truly wonderful welcome into our school. The
awards ceremony in November celebrated many of the achievements of children throughout each
year group and made me very proud to be a part of St. Hild’s.
The Alternative Curriculum Day allowed pupils to show their respect to all those who fought and
lost their lives in wars, by making their own individual poppies which have been displayed in school.
Year 7 also wrote letters to their primary schools. These letters will be forwarded to their respective
schools after I have read them all!
After school and lunchtime activities are back on and many Year 7 children have already
represented the school in sporting activities. Please check out the website for details of everything
we offer.
In PHSE, children have studied mental health and online safety. Please re-enforce the importance
of talking about these issues on a regular basis. Year 7 have also started having careers assemblies
with our careers coordinator, Mrs Sangster, these will continue until the end of Year 11.
I would like to welcome Mr Vest to our Year 7 team as Academic Lead, please contact him if you
have any queries regarding your child’s learning.
I mentioned earlier that the commitment to teaching and learning continues but your child can only
make the most of it if they are attending school every day. It goes without saying that I would urge
every parent/carer to ensure their children attend school unless they are too ill to do so.
May I thank you all for your continued
support. I feel very lucky to lead this year
group and will do my very best to ensure
they reach their full potential in Year 7.
I wish you and your families a very merry
Christmas and a happy and healthy
New Year.
Stay safe,
Miss Sotheran
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Year Group Update - Year 8
Year 8 pupils are responding really well to the new routines and have enjoyed their first complete
term with their peers in a more traditional sense. Pupils have enjoyed the freedom to experience
different aspects of school life, such as movement around school, Science and Food practicals,
visiting the library, and after-school and lunch-time clubs.

One of the highlights of this term was our first Alternative
Curriculum Day of the academic year. Year 8 thoroughly
embraced the opportunity to be inspired by the Enterprise and
Design activities and came up with some amazing business
ideas. This helped in sowing the seed of thinking about future career paths and what they might
entail.
This term Year 8 took the opportunity to learn about various types of Peer on Peer abuse as well as
to learn about the rights of minority groups like LGBTQ+. This resulted in some excellent discussions
amongst staff and pupils. This was further supported by PSHE this term, where Year 8 looked at
mental health, digital resilience and healthy relationships amongst other topics.
Some of our incredible representatives from Year 8 also completed ‘Sports Leadership training’ and
were highly praised for their hard-work and perseverance. As well as this Year 8 have also been
taking part in local sports fixtures and have displayed a very high level of sportsmanship.
The next year has many more exciting opportunities coming up; ranging from sports fixtures, career
discussion, training and clubs. In March a consultation evening has been scheduled for parents/
carers to allow them to have a discussion with teachers about the pupils and how to best support
them.
I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive ‘thank you’ to all Year 8 pupils for their hard
work during the first term. I would also like to say a special thanks to all the amazing parents and
carers who support the school in ensuring the best education for their children. Finally, I would
like to wish all of you celebrating Christmas a very ‘Happy Christmas’ and to wish all our families a
peaceful and happy time over the Christmas holiday and we look forward to welcoming you back
for an exciting 2022.
Mr Waleed

We expect to find God at work in our school

11

Year Group Update - Year 9
Year 9 pupils have enjoyed having a little more normality in
school this academic year following the previous 18 months
in which their education was partially disrupted by the recent
pandemic. Having more freedom to experience different
aspects of school life, such as movement around school, afterschool clubs etc., has been a huge benefit to everyone.
Arguably, an integral part of Year 9 is preparing and supporting
all pupils with their option choices. During ACD Year 9s had
an introductory assembly about the options process and then
completed a straw poll about what options they think they
might like to take.
After Christmas pupils will be given to opportunity to look closer at option subjects they haven’t
been taught before and take part in some taster sessions. Regular Career Assemblies exploring
different careers with visits from employers will also continue before pupils make their final option
choices around Easter.
In February an Options roadshow is planned for Year 9 whereby pupils will hear from different
colleges about courses which will match option choices. In addition to this, a Careers Fayre will take
place in school for the next Alternative Curriculum Day in March.
All pupils will take part in a career discussion with our excellent Careers Coordinator Mrs Sangster
during the Spring Term. Pupils will be able to discover, and have the opportunity to learn more
about, their progression journey from Options to Post Year 11 choices.
In PSHE this term Year 9 have looked at mental health, digital resilience and healthy relationships.
Pupils have also had the opportunity to complete an online First Aid course which allowed pupils
to watch videos online, take a quiz and then gain a certificate. For the rest of the year we will be
looking at equality, self-respect, careers and options.

Thank you to all Year 9 pupils for their
hard work during the Autumn term and
to parents and carers for supporting the
children with their education this year.
May you all have safe and restful festive
holiday and St. Hild’s Church of England
School looks forward to continuing
working together with you in 2022.
Mr Morgan
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Year Group Update - Year 10
Year 10 pupils have enjoyed being back amongst their peers and having a little more normality
in school this academic year following the challenges of the pandemic! The pupils seem to be
embracing the opportunities to walk around the school again, attend the library and after school
clubs.

We are three months into the GCSE curriculum and I feel like the pupils, on the whole, are
embracing the challenges and working to the best of their ability.
For me the vision stays the same, I want each and every
one of our amazing year group to achieve the very best
outcomes at GCSE and the support of parents and carers
will go a long way to help us achieve this goal.
This term we have had our first Alternative Curriculum
Day which covered a range of different activities including
upcycling, a design challenge, safeguarding and a range of
fun activities including tchoukball.
On the subject of safeguarding, we have covered a number
of different topics including mental health. This is an
important issue and I would encourage anyone who is
suffering in silence to seek some help and support.
A massive thanks to all our amazing Year 10 pupils for their hard work during the autumn term and
to parents and carers for your support.
I hope that you all have an amazing Christmas and New Year and I look forward
to continuing our journey in 2022.
Mr Gibbon-Hayes

We expect to find God at work in our school
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Year Group Update - Year 11
		 Message from Mrs Hockaday Year 11

It has been a busy term for Year 11 pupils culminating in the
mock exams. Pupils have worked hard and understand that if
GCSEs are cancelled again that these mocks, and any subsequent
assessments will provide some of the evidence for centre
assessed grades.

Save the Date!

Thank you to all those Year 11 pupils who have attended
intervention, master classes and revision sessions this term.
In the new year, all pupils will be allocated to at least one
afterschool session - please check the Tutor Teams for the most
up to date timetables. Sessions will run for 1 hour afterschool
and refreshments will be provided. If you have any questions or
feedback regarding intervention please contact me.

The Prom for our Year 11 leavers will be held at Ramside Hall on Thursday 30th June 2022. The ticket
price will include transport, so please do not worry about travel arrangements. A letter will go out
to parents and carers in the new year with more details about ticket prices and eligibility.
We are looking for volunteers for a Prom Committee; so if any Year 11 pupils would like to be
involved, please speak to one of the Year 11 Tutor Team.
St. Hild’s have kindly been gifted a large selection of Prom Dresses from a group of ladies in
Cheshire. Some are preloved and have only been worn for a couple of hours at events such as
award ceremonies and dinner events, others still have the tag on.
Early in the new year, Year 11 will be invited to a pop-up shop in school if they would like the
opportunity to purchase a dress. This will be a secret sale in which you will be given an envelope
and you choose the payment you give. All funds raised will go towards the Prom.

On behalf of Mr Stephenson,
the Year 11 Tutors and myself,
I would like to wish you all a very
Happy Christmas!
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Year 7 light the path to their St. Hild’s Journey
At St. Hild’s Church of England School we have enjoyed our Year 7 Assembly of Light. This is a
very special assembly to welcome the Year 7 into the life of our School.
Year 7 pupils were invited to light a candle as symbol of their light in the
St. Hild’s community. Their tutors shared their hopes for the pupils in their tutor group.

There was opportunity within the assembly to
reflect on and pray for any concerns Year 7 may
have about starting a new school.
Year 7 were left with the challenge to let their
light shine.

“It was a respectful way to welcome us into the school.”
						“It made me feel thankful to be part of the school.”

We expect to find God at work in our school
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Junior Leadership Team
Our Junior Leadership Team, which is made up of Head Boy, Raymon and Head Girl, Emily,
Hannah R, Hollie, Sienna, Hannah S and Jacob have taken on their new roles with enthusiam.
The team will work alongside pupils from all year groups, listening to pupil voice and discussing
current issues with the Senior Leadership Team. They are keen to make a difference to St. Hild’s
and the wider community and already have plans to highlight the issues of period poverty and food
poverty by leading assemblies and organising whole school events.
Their role is also one of support for the new Year 10 Prefects who are currently planning and leading
a range of new and exciting enrichment activities which include a film club, arts and crafts, reading,
computing, sports and a cookery club.

‘It is an absolute Honour to be Head Girl of
St. Hild’s Church of England School, it means
so much to me. It has allowed me to grow in
confidence and encourages me to believe in
myself. I am so excited to see what the future
holds.’
‘Applying to be Head Boy was honestly one of
the best decisions I have made. Being elected has
improved my confidence. I want to help people
and make a difference because I care about the
pupils and the school community and this role
gives me the opportunity to do that. I hope that
those who have put their confidence in me will be
proud of what I achieve this year!’
16
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Introducing our New School Council
After a break last year due to Covid, St. Hild’s is pleased to present its newly
elected School Council. The Council is made up of two pupils per form group.
The young people were elected by their form groups to present the views of
pupils in every year group.

The representatives meet monthly to discuss themes and issues raised by
pupils. They can also be called upon to consider issues such as pupil rewards
for good attendance. Rather than being teacher-led, the Junior Leadership
Team, which consists of seven Year 11 pupils, oversee the Council and
guides it through actions and responses.
As well as attendance rewards, this term the Council has discussed re-opening
the stationery shop and organising Chess and Baking clubs after school. In
the new year, Miss Barnes, P.A. to the Headteacher will visit to explain how
committee meetings like the School Council are properly organised and
run. This means that our School Council members will be gaining essential
employment skills as they represent their classmates.
Moving into the new term, we are looking forward to The School Council
becoming an essential and integral part of St. Hild’s school life.

We expect to find God at work in our school
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Alternative Curriculum Day
We had our first Alternative Curriculum Day of this academic year on Tuesday 2nd November 2021.
The Alternative Curriculum Day allows us the flexibility to
incorporate exciting and engaging activities not included in the
normal curriculum. We feel this is an important part of our pupils’
development. Each year group had a bespoke timetable for the day
(see below) which was designed to meet their particular needs.
Year 7: A visit to St. Hilda’s Church on the
Headland, a Remembrance Day activity which included
making poppies, and some time to reflect on their time
at St. Hild’s and to write a letter to their primary school
teacher about how they have settled into St. Hild’s!

Year 8: The Year 8 pupils also engaged in the Remembrance Day activity. They spent most of their day
doing an enterprise activity which involved creating and manufacturing their own chocolate bar!
Year 9: Pupils got their first introduction to the options programme and were then able to access
careers information on Unifrog. They too made poppies before choosing from a range of activities which
included art therapy, fitness, tchoukball, board games and origami!
Year 10: Pupils were also able to opt into the activities shown above. They spent time looking at global
issues including upcycling. They also had the opportunity to design a ‘Bag for Life’.
Year 11: Our Year 11 pupils took part in a ‘Moving On’ day
which included interview techniques followed by interviews
with ambassadors from local businesses. They also participated
in a careers fayre. Chris Cook, a gold medal Olympian, was our
inspirational speaker who challenged the Year 11s to be hard working,
resilient and the best they can be!
Our next Alternative Curriculum Day is Thursday 24th March 2022

18

“I have come that they may have life in all its fullness.” -

John 10:10

Year 11 - Moving On.
Moving On is an employability event based on a carousel of 5 activities. This took place with
Year 11 during our Alternative Curriculum Day in November.
Pupils had the opportunity to take part in:
Interview Preparation & References. Pupils learned hints and tips for a successful interview;
from clothes to wear to body language and eye contact. They also discovered what references
are and the importance of attendance, punctuality and attitude whilst in school as these would
reflect in a reference.
Interview Techniques where pupils had mock interviews with employers. They were given
verbal and written feedback on their performance. Once this was digested pupils had a 2nd and
3rd interview to perfect their technique building on feedback each time.
Inspirational Speaker. Chris Cook, Olympian, spoke to pupils about his journey to success, being
resilient and bouncing back after failure.
National Citizenship Service. Pupils learned the importance of communication both in school
and the workplace.
Careers Fayre. Colleges and providers were invited into school. The session was based on a
speed networking event which enabled pupils to speak with all colleges. Many pupils applied to
college during this session.
Feedback from the event was excellent from pupils, staff and visitors:
Employers:
‘I thoroughly enjoyed everything about the visit to St. Hild’s. The students and staff made me
feel like a part of the family and we had a fantastic day. So many students were engaged and up
for the challenge.’
‘I thought that giving the learners chance to have multiple interviews with different interviewers
in order to improve their performance and apply lessons learned was inspired. I have never seen
this in over 5 years of working in schools and hope that it is a practice that will be more widely
adopted.’
Pupils:
‘Really liked the interviews.’

‘Got signed up to college.’

Staff:
‘Pupils were engaged and given relevant information.’
‘Pupils are really enjoying it. They were all talking about it during lunch and break.’

Newsletter Dec 21

19

Year 11 - Moving On

Careers Update
Careers Discussion
Year 11 have completed 1-1 Career Discussions with Mrs Sangster, Career Lead. The discussions
involved highlighting options open to every pupil post Year 11, researching colleges and courses
suited to their ability. Most pupils have now applied to college which means they can now
concentrate on their GCSEs to achieve the highest grade possible.

College Visits

Colleges have been frequent visitors in school this term. They have delivered assemblies and
lunchtime drop-in sessions for Year 11. The information and advice given will help pupils make
informed decisions about their next steps. Pupils were even able to ask questions, collect a
prospectus and apply directly.

The Big, Big Project
We are thrilled to announce that once again this year we have
		
been accepted to take part in the project with Tees Valley
combined Authority and Jacobs.
7 of our Year 9 pupils have agreed to pick up the challenge and
answer the Big Question:
If you were given £20million how would you regenerate your town to support the
Levelling Up Programme set up by the government.
The pupils are busy agreeing roles within the team, working to their strengths, and gaining
initial ideas from other pupils in school via a survey.
St. Hild’s Business Mentor, Brian Jolly is supporting the team. We wish them well.
20
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Celebration of Achievement
Celebration of Achievement: November 2021
We were delighted to be able to hold our annual Celebration of Achievement event in
November. Due to Covid restrictions we were unable to hold our normal event last year so
it was with great pleasure that we welcomed our guests this year. However, the evening
did not go without it hitches as unfortunately our guest speaker was unable to attend, but
did send a lovely message. Fortunately, the Deputy Mayor of Hartlepool, Councillor Rob
Cook stepped in at the last minute and presented the awards.
The Celebration of Achievement event gives us the opportunity to acknowledge the hard
work and commitment of our pupils with awards for excellence in academic subjects as
well as citizenship awards, service to the community and contribution to school life, to
name but a few!
It was a fantastic evening with a performance by our Head Boy, Raymon, and Head Girl,
Emily who sang ‘A Million Dreams’ from ‘The Greatest Showman’. We also watched a video
called the ‘Covid Chorus’ performed by a group of Year 7 pupils.
We were joined by some of our former Year 11 pupils and it was good to hear about what
they have been doing since leaving St. Hild’s. Riley Keenan was our most awarded winner,
collecting seven awards in total including the Elliot Conway Cup for creative writing,
excellence in Food Preparation and Nutrition as well as Science. He also received the
Headteacher’s award for commitment to learning.
Headteacher, Mrs Tracey Gibson said..
“Events such as this remind me what a privilege it is to be Headteacher of this fantastic
school, working with such amazingly talented young people. We must not ignore the
difficult circumstances we have been working under over the past 18 months; indeed, we
must acknowledge and celebrate the resilience shown by all our pupils, but in particular
the pupils in this room. Children like this do not happen by accident. They happen because
they are surrounded by caring and supportive adults, both at home and in school, who
work together to ensure their talents are nurtured and they turn into kind, trustworthy and
sensible citizens - they show ‘caritas’ in abundance.”
“Tonight, we quite rightly celebrate the dedication, hard work and talent of our wonderful
pupils and the 2021 Graduates of St. Hild’s Church of England School. These young people
are St. Hild’s through and through and have a bright and happy future ahead of them –
‘per aspera et ardua’, to the stars by your efforts.”
Congratulations to our very worthy award winners!
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Celebration of Achievement - Award Winners

We expect to find God at work in our school
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FutureMe Enterprise
In the summer term, fifteen pupils from Year 9 spent ten weeks working on a project to promote higher
education to young men. The FutureMe Enterprise project is organised each year by a north-east university
team, financed by the Office for Students. They worked with Mrs Sangster and Ms Lake whilst accessing
online presentations from FutureMe staff at Teesside University. They were also joined from time to time by
Matt Kirk from the Middlesbrough FC Foundation.
The pupils first looked at the
benefits of and barriers to,
higher education. The second
part of the project saw the
competing against pupils from
across the north-east. The
task was to design an online
advertising campaign for
higher education. Meeting the
deadline during lockdown was
tough but the St. Hild’s pupils
managed to get all of their
projects uploaded in time.
Before the term ended, the pupils
enjoyed a celebration event whilst
waiting for the winning entries to
be announced. The highlight of the
morning was a talk by former Olympic
swimmer Chris Cook, who now delivers
motivational speeches. We were joined
by Mrs Gibson and Mr Seymour whilst
waiting for the winning teams to be
announced and the whole room was on
tenterhooks.
The wait was worth it! The storyboard
entry from Alfie Byers, James Wilson
and Cian Veart was declared the winner
amongst Teesside Schools. Their entry
had impressed the judges by focusing
on alternative routes into education,
particularly degree apprenticeships.
As well as individual trophies the
boys have enjoyed the delight of
their storyboard being professionally
recreated. The St. Hild’s staff are proud
of all of the pupils’ hard work and
the focus they have placed on higher
education.
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Reading at St. Hild’s
At St. Hild’s we recognise that ‘reading is the gateway skill that makes all other learning possible’
(Barack Obama) and as a result we do everything possible to ensure that the children in our school
community have access to high quality reading materials. We have provided all Key Stage 3 pupils with
access to the library and a range of high quality reading materials as part of their English curriculum and
promote wider reading in all lessons across the curriculum.
Alongside this, the English Elves have been hard at work to bring some Christmas joy to pupils in Years 7
and 8. With the help of the Book Trust every pupil will receive the opportunity to share in the magic of
reading this Christmas. We hope the pupils enjoy sharing their new reads with their family and friends and
enjoy the world of wonder a good book can give.
Pupil’s reading can be further supported by parents/carers at home through book talk. Taking the
opportunity to discuss what your child is reading is a powerful tool to support home learning and will have
a marked effect on their understanding of the text. Try using some of the strategies below to promote
reading with your children.

We expect to find God at work in our school
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Promoting a love of words
Want to give your children a major learning advantage? (Of course! Who doesn’t?!)
Here’s how…
Help them build their vocabulary! Children with a large vocabulary understand more of what they
read and hear. So big vocabulary=big learning! Exploring new words on a regular basis is one of the
best ways we support learning.
One of the great things about learning new words is that it helps you communicate better. It also
helps you improve your memory, become more perceptive of your surroundings and increase your
focus. At St. Hild’s Church of England School we recognise the benefits of learning new words and
developing an ambitious vocabulary which is why all lessons highlight the key words to be learned
and remembered. During lessons tier 2 and 3 vocabulary and its meaning is shared with the pupils
before being recorded in their planners.
But you can help support your children’s vocabulary learning using the top tips below:
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
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Notice new words when you’re reading or listening. Talk about the importance of a large
vocabulary and make an effort to learn new words.
Talk about what to do when we discover unknown words. Try using context clues or use 		
another resource to find the meaning. Teach children to locate words in the dictionary or
use an online resource…
But focus on child-friendly definitions and examples of new words rather than complicated
dictionary-style definitions.
Keep track of the words you know. List them. Categorize them. Play games with them. 		
Revisit them. Children often need multiple exposures to words in order to really learn them.
Focus on learning the right kinds of words. Pick words that are more complex or descriptive
versions of common words that your child already know. Also, focus on the technical words
your child needs in order to understand a concept or a task that they are currently learning
about.
Learn common roots, prefixes and suffixes to SUPER SIZE vocabulary knowledge. When you
learn one word part, you’ll begin to easily recognize many more words with the same word
parts.
Interact with the words in some way. Draw their meaning. Act them out. Make them come
alive so you child will remember them.
Try to find concrete examples of new words whenever possible to make meaning more 		
clear.
Relate words to real life experiences. Make them meaningful and make connections with
new vocabulary.
Read. A lot! Read all sorts of books, signs on the wall, directions, recipes… A wide variety of
reading material will expose your child to a wide variety of new words.

“I have come that they may have life in all its fullness.” -

John 10:10

European Week of Languages Celebrations
Every year the 26th September marks the European Day of Languages, where countries
celebrate the diverse languages spoken and the various traditions celebrated in
different countries.
At St. Hild’s we mark this occasion with whole school activities across the week.
This year was no different and saw our pupils learning about the importance of being
able to speak another language to better their job prospects and enrich their lives.
Staff and pupils also took part in a sticker quiz, where staff wore stickers saying
“I love languages…do you?” in different languages; pupils had to guess the language
and pronounce the phrase to win a certificate and a badge.
We also held a celebrity quiz, with pupils discovering the various languages spoken
by Shakira and Cristiano Ronaldo, amongst others. Year 7 and 8 pupils made Spanish
tortillas in their Food tech lessons and the canteen served Spanish dishes all week.
An enjoyable time was had by all!

We expect to find God at work in our school
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Christmas Card Competition
The pupils from Key Stage 4 and the Art Club recently took part in a task to produce a
Christmas card for St. Hild’s Church of England School.
The winning design has been professionally printed and used as the annual St. Hild’s
Christmas card. The winning pupils have also receive their very own pack of cards and an art
kit.

The design inspiration came from the biblical quote, Matthew 2:2, ‘Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.’
The designs were shortlisted by the Creative Industries department, and the winning three
selected by our Headteacher, Mrs Gibson.
Congratulations to Ella, Daniel, and Morgan for their outstanding card designs!
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“I have come that they may have life in all its fullness.” -

John 10:10

Art Club Success
The Art Club has proven to be a huge success since the beginning of
term, with both art classrooms full of pupils (and teaching staff), whose
enthusiasm for creativity is truly commendable!
So far this year, the pupils have engaged with ‘sketchbook club’, clay
sculpting, ink drawing and mono-printing, and there is much more to
come.

The club provides a chance for pupils to take part in
extended learning opportunities and both pupils and staff
agree that the Art Club is an incredibly positive way to end
the week.

Librarians
Our new team of Student Librarians have been chosen!
If you need help choosing a book, logging onto computers,
or have any other library related questions, feel free to ask
one of our student librarians. Congratulations to everyone
who has been given the important role of keeping our
school library a safe and tidy space.

Year 7: Llewys, Kaiden, Rebekah and Lucianna
Year 8: Luca, Alicia, Keira, Ruby-Leigh, Calem, Olivia,
Billy, Harry, Bailey and Gracie
Year 9: Ariana, Leonie-Jade, Kizzy, Lucy and Megan
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Year 11 Drama pupils performed their
GCSE Drama Devised pieces on Monday
18th November to excited friends and
family members in G58/Chapel.
Pupils performed Theatre in Education
pieces on the issues of Grooming,
Teenage Pregnancy, Drugs Education and
Gambling.
The pupils are to be congratulated for
their excellent original work either as
actors or designers. Mr Coe remarked:
“These performances were some of
the best pieces of original theatre I’ve
seen at St Hild’s in recent years and it’s
been a real privilege to watch the pupils
present theatre work that was truly
captivating. The pieces were educational,
entertaining and above all enjoyable to
watch.”
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Performing Arts
Update
Audience members
adhered to safe social
distancing and wore
masks as a preventative
measure to covid. Many thanks to Miss
Hornsby and Mrs Sheikh who supported
the event.
A big thank you too to Ryan McAllister
who single-handedly provided the
technical support for the pieces. Ryan
has a big future in the entertainment
industry and would be a great asset to
any lighting/sound company. The site
staff too deserve a personal thank you
for helping set up the room for the event.
Thank you gentlemen!
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Physical Education Update

6aside football

The Town 6aside football competitions have been taking place throughout
November and December with A and B teams being entered from each
year group. The children have had a fantastic experience competing against
the other schools in the town and despite the colder weather have put in
some excellent performances. The most notable performance came from
our Year 9/10 girls’ side who finished as runners up narrowly losing one of
their matches and remaining unbeaten in the other four. Throughout each
tournament the children were a credit to the school and demonstrated our
core values well.

Sports Hall Athletics

On Friday the 3rd December we had over 30 athletes represent the school in
the Town Sports Hall Athletics competition. The pupils were a credit to the
school and there were some outstanding individual performances across the
events that were taking place. The pupils demonstrated a great work ethic in
extracurricular clubs and a fantastic behaviour for learning in PE in order to be
selected for the team. We look forward to the Summer Athletics season where
I am sure some of our athletes will build on their impressive performances.

Year 8 Sports Leadership

During November we were fortunate enough to be visited by our School Games Officer for Hartlepool who
worked with our pupils developing their leadership skills. By the end of the day long workshop eleven of
our Year 8 pupils had qualified as young sports leaders and can now be seen in lessons and cluster events
working to help develop other youngsters and their peers through sport and physical activity. The pupils
received a glowing reference on their performance and we all look forward to watching them develop as
young sports leaders throughout their time with us.

Literacy and Numeracy through Sport
The PE and English Departments have collaborated in recent weeks to help provide an opportunity for
some of our pupils to develop their literacy and numeracy skills through sport and physical activity. The
pupils have completed a number of physical challenges and then transferred their learning into some
key themes being studied in English and Maths. Miss Williams and Mr Cartwright are very excited to see
how this project develops and the pupils seem to be thoroughly enjoying their sessions in the sports
hall.

We expect to find God at work in our school
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Enrichment Activities at St. Hild’s
Week 1 Enrichment Activities
Monday
Badminton - all year groups 12.30pm-1.30pm (Mr Johnston)
Volleyball - all year groups 12.30pm-1.30pm (Mrs Knight)
'Music Mondays' - Years 7-10 3.45pm-4.45pm in G69 (Ms Brogan/ Miss
Hornsby)
Climbing Club - all year groups 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mr Shires)
Girls’ Football - all year groups 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mr Gibbon-Hayes)
Key Stage 4 Boys’ Rugby 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mr Johnston)
Trampolining - all year groups 3.30pm-5.00pm (Mrs Knight)
Tuesday
Year 7 Languages Club 12.25pm-12.55pm in G22 (Mrs Marshall)
Basketball - all year groups 12.30pm-1.30pm (Mr Richards)
Wednesday
Key Stage 4 Boys’ Football 12.30pm-1.30pm (Mr Richards)
Year 7 Maths Homework Club 3.30pm-4.30pm in F30 (Miss Bell)
Debate Club (Week 1 only) 3.45pm-4.30pm (See Miss Kincaid)
Year 11 BTEC Sport Intervention 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mr Johnston)
Key Stage 3 Netball 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mrs Knight)
Thursday
Cricket - all year groups 12.30pm-1.30pm (Mr King/ Mrs Knight)
'Theatre Thursdays' - Years 7-10 3.45pm-4.45pm in G58 (Mr Coe)
Key Stage 3 Boys’ Rugby 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mr Johnston)
Year 11 BTEC Sport Intervention 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mrs Knight)
Friday
Years 8-11 Languages Club 12.25pm-12.55pm in G22 (Ms Lake)
Year 7 & 8 Boys' Football 12.30pm-1.30pm in the Sports Hall (Trainers needed)
(Mr Richards)
Art Club 3:30pm-4:30pm. KS3 in F48 (Mr Vest) / KS4 in F46 (Mr Crannage)
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Enrichment Activities at St. Hild’s
Week 2 Enrichment Activities
Monday
Badminton - all year groups 12.30pm-1.30pm (Mr Johnston)
Volleyball - all year groups 12.30pm-1.30pm (Mrs Knight)
'Music Mondays' - Years 7-10 3.45pm-4.45pm in G69 (Ms Brogan/ Miss
Hornsby)
Climbing Club - all year groups 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mr Shires)
Key Stage 3 Boys' Football 3.30pm-4.30pm
Key Stage 4 Boys’ Rugby 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mr Johnston)
Trampolining - all year groups 3.30pm-5.00pm (Mrs Knight)
Tuesday
Year 7 Languages Club 12.25pm-12.55pm in G22 (Mrs Marshall)
Basketball - all year groups 12.30pm-1.25pm (Mr Richards)
Wednesday
Key Stage 4 Boys’ Football 12.30pm-1.30pm (Mr Richards)
Year 7 Maths Homework Club 3.30pm-4.30pm in F30 (Miss Bell)
Year 11 BTEC Sport Intervention 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mr Johnston)
Key Stage 3 Netball 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mrs Knight)
Thursday
Cricket - all year groups 12.30pm-1.30pm (Mr King/ Mrs Knight)
'Theatre Thursdays' - Years 7-10 3.45pm-4.45pm in G58 (Mr Coe)
Book Club 3.30pm-4.30pm in G28 (Miss Marriner)
Key Stage 3 Boys’ Rugby 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mr Johnston)
Year 11 BTEC Sport Intervention 3.30pm-4.30pm (Mrs Knight)
Friday
Years 8-11 Languages Club 12.25pm-12.55pm in G22 (Ms Lake)
Year 7 & 8 Boys' Football 12.30pm-1.30pm in the Sports Hall (Trainers needed)
(Mr Richards)
Art Club 3:30pm-4:30pm. KS3 in F48 (Mr Vest) / KS4 in F46 (Mr Crannage)

We expect to find God at work in our school
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Staying safe online this Christmas
Christmas is fast approaching and carers across the country are getting ready for the two week break and of
course, young people are getting ready for the new toys to play with.
With technology gifts being high on wish lists each year it is important to ensure that you and your children
are safe when playing with new devices. To help you over the holidays, we’ve set out a few top tips to help
keep your household safe online.
Learn your way around
Most devices have controls to ensure that children can’t access content you don’t want them to. These
include settings for online searching, “in-app” purchases, as well as screen time allowances. Once you
hand over devices on Christmas morning it can be hard to get them back, so it’s great to have a go on any
devices you buy before handing over on the morning of the 25th! This allows you to set up any restrictions in
advance and learn your way around any settings and functionalities in case your child comes to you for help!
Setting-up your tablets in advance
Tablets are really popular with younger children and there are a wide range to choose from, including
child-friendly and educational models. When it comes to setting up and using tablets, why not start slowly?
Download games and apps you have checked out carefully. Sites such as Net Aware or Common Sense
Media provide useful advice.
Top tips for phones or tablets over the holidays
•
Set boundaries
Our advice is to set some ground rules, and ensure they understand them.
•

Apply Screen Time Limits
Agree a time limit or number of games beforehand, to avoid repeated disagreements around how
long they can spend online.

•

Sleep comes first
We advise that phones or tablets stay out of the bedroom overnight to charge. This avoids those
night time distractions.

•

Ask for access
If you’re concerned about something happening or want to take a look at the games and apps they
are on, ask them to allow you access to the phone.

•

Monitoring vs having a conversation
It is possible to install software onto devices that monitors online activity on devices. This type of
software is becoming increasingly popular, but while this might sound tempting, it does pose a 		
number of issues around your child’s right to privacy. Instead why not have a conversation about the
types of things they are doing online, and create a family agreement to set out expected behaviour.

The best advice we can give is to talk to your child regularly and openly about behaviour and risk, so that
they know they can come to you if something goes wrong. If you would like further information please
contact the school and ask to speak to Mr Richardson (Designated Safeguarding Lead)
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Safeguarding Review
On the 16th November 2021 a Safeguarding Review was conducted by Clennell
Education Solutions.
The purpose of the review was to critically assess current practice, identify
strengths and, to make recommendations as to how practice might be further
improved, ensure compliance with statutory processes, and reinforce effective
safeguarding approaches across the school.
The positives found from the review included:
•
•
•
•
•

Pupils, parents and staff interviewed, broadly confirm their view that pupils
feel safe at St. Hild’s.
St. Hild’s School seeks to place significant priority upon safeguarding, pupil
safety and pupil welfare
The support of, and communication with staff is valued, and pupils and 		
parents appear confident that concerns will be listened to, and acted upon.
The school staff, interviewed displayed a good knowledge and awareness
of key safeguarding issues and approaches across the school
Staff know their pupils, are confident in the support they deliver.

Attendance
Please remember that you need to contact school if your child is
going to be absent.
Contact needs to be made on the morning of the first day of
absence and any subsequent days they will be absent
(with the exception of Covid positive pupils).
You can contact the school by one of the following ways:
Email – attendance@st-hilds.hartlepool.sch.uk
Phone – 01429 273041 / 07719558765 / 07593440651 /
0808 196 8297 (this is the free phone number)

Call our
FREE Phone line

0808 196 8297
to report an absence
from school
before 8.45a.m.

You can also report an absence via email or text.
Email : attendance@st-hilds.hartlepool.sch.uk
Text : 07719558765

Pupils who have 100% attendance in the last week of the autumn term will receive a
chocolate treat!
Pupils who achieve 96% or above attendance when they return to school in January will also
get a reward.
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FOR CHILDREN WITH NEW DEVICES
The Christmas season has finally arrived and soon many of you will be opening your presents in
the hope that Santa has listened to your request for the latest mobile phone or smart device.
Owning a mobile phone can be fun, but it’s important to use it safely and responsibly. By
following our safety tips below, you can make sure that you set up your phone securely, keep
your personal information private and enjoy using your phone in the healthiest way possible.

This will help to keep your private information safe and won’t allow others to
access your phone without your permission. Make sure your password is
memorable and personal to you but something which other people can’t
guess, and always share it with your parents just in case you forget it.

This can usually be done from the device’s privacy control settings. Disabling
location settings means that your phone can’t be tracked by others and
strangers can’t tell where you are when you’re using it. It also helps to save
battery.

When you use your WIFI at home usually it is a secure network that only
you and your family know the password to. Public networks, like those in
coffee shops, can be accessed by anyone which means that people could
potentially hack into your device and access your personal information
without you realising.

A Bluetooth connection with another device means that you can send and
receive data wirelessly. For example, you could listen to music wirelessly or
receive pictures and videos from your friends. However, pairing your phone
with a device you don’t know means that you could be sharing personal
information with a stranger or could leave your device open to receiving viruses.

Using your phone for too long, particularly in the evenings, can make you feel
tired at school, affect your concentration and make you lose interest in other
things in life. Only use your phone at certain times of the day and don’t use it
close to bedtime. You can set a ‘screen time limit’ via the settings on your
phone. This will help you stay fit and healthy and means that you will still be
able to focus and perform well at school.

8
Don’t take embarrassing photos of other people on your phone. If other people
get access to the photo and share it with more people, it could make that
person really upset and treated as a form of bullying. Always be mindful of the
photos you take using your camera and who you share them with.

9
This means that you will be able to use your phone safely and securely and
won’t accidently do things you shouldn’t do. The best time to do this is when
you get a new phone or device so that you’re protected from the very
beginning.

10
Sometimes, even though your phone is really secure, you might see something
you don’t like, or someone might contact you who you don’t know. If this
happens, always tell your trusted adult like your parents, carers, other adult
family members or a teacher, all of whom will be able to support you and
advise you on what you should do next.

5
Before downloading any new apps, always check the age-rating of the app. If
you need help, ask your parent or carer to make sure that the app is safe for you
to use and never download anything which you are too young for as it may
contain things that aren’t safe for you to see.

6

BEWARE OF BECOMING AddICTED TO YOUR PHONE
Your phone can be fun to use and it’s easy to become too attached, whether it’s
keeping in touch with friends, discovering new features or downloading the
latest apps. Remember its always good to talk in person, go out and have fun
and get regular exercise. This will keep you fit and healthy and make you
appreciate there’s more to life than just your mobile phone.

11
This might seem like a strange thing to say but it can be dangerous to stare at
your mobile phone whilst walking outside alongside busy roads or bicycle
paths. In some cases, children have been knocked over by cars or cyclists
because they haven’t been aware of their surroundings whilst texting or
playing games on their mobile devices.

12
Never feel pressured into sharing your phone number with people you don’t know and don’t lend your phone to strangers or keep it
where others could get hold of it. Look after your device and always keep it hidden from sight to avoid it being stolen or broken into.
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