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Exceptional Pupils

We would like to celebrate our wonderful pupils who
have over the last year have shown incredible resilience,
dedication, motivation and strong character. Pupils have
worked well in school and at home on TEAMs to support
their learning.
Year 11 pupils have worked hard to ensure that assessments
can be made for their GCSEs. Year 10 pupils have made their
very strong applications to be Head Boy and Girl and Year
9 Prefect applications show that we have committed young
leaders who are keen to contribute positively to our school
and wider community.
We would like to thank all of our families who have supported their children
through a very difficult year.
We wish you a very happy summer and look forward to welcoming you back
to school again in September.
Year 11 signing shirts during
Leavers’ Assembly

#theheadsaid
What a year it has been for us all! In my communication to you in July 2020 I wrote - Our
world has changed, but I know we will respond positively; as Bear Grylls says “improvise, adapt,
overcome”, and in the usual St Hild’s way - improve! Staff and parents and carers have worked
together over the past year to keep us all safe and to continue to educate our children; I am
eternally grateful for your support and hard work.
However, I must save my biggest praise for the children. They have shown great resilience, and
their kind words and thoughtful notes have kept me and our staff going. They are amazing, and this
Newsletter is full of their achievements which is a testament to the resilience they have shown and
a reflection of our core values; Care, Honesty, Responsibility, Respect and Equality.
The appointment of the new Junior Leadership Team, led by Emily and Raymon our Head Girl and
Head Boy, will support the Senior Leadership Team in driving forward positive change across the
coming year.
I wish you all a happy, restful and safe summer, and hope that your life can return to as normal as
possible.

Mrs Gibson
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Attendance Matters

- Attendance

Facts: The Importance of Attendance

• Good attendance to school will
have a positive impact on your
learning.
• Research shows that pupils
who have attendance of 96% or
above are much more likely to
achieve success.
• Did you know that a pupil who
has an attendance of 95% will
have missed nearly 50 hours of
learning in a year?

Keep track of your attendance by accessing Go4schools.
Autumn
HT1

Autumn
HT2

Spring
HT3

Spring
HT4

Summer
HT5

Summer
HT6

Attendance
Percentage

Attendance Percentage Classifications:
• Excellent attendance 99% - 100%
• Below average attendance 95% - 90%

• Good attendance 96% - 98%
• Persistent absence concern - below 90%

School ndance
Atte
96-100%
Prize

Treat & Certificate

For all pupils
achieving 96-100%
attendance

Every ½ term

Call our
FREE Phone line

0808 196 8297
to report an absence
from school
before 8.45a.m.

You can also report an absence via email or text.
Email : attendance@st-hilds.hartlepool.sch.uk
Text : 07719558765

Be in to win!
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Junior Leadership Team
A huge thank you to the JLT for their support this year.
2021 has been a year like no other; the maturity and determination shown by our young
leaders has been incredible.

They have been involved in working with the NEAT Trust to record a short video about
St. Hild’s and have provided much support to other pupils as well as to the staff.
Thank you to Luke, Dani, Katie, Riley and Jack.
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Applause Moments
Our Year 7 pupils have been receiving ‘Applause Moments’ when they have gone above and beyond in
lessons by producing some amazing pieces of work.
With over 52 ‘Applause Moments’ some days, it is easy to see that our pupils are really enjoying their time
at St. Hild’s.
Consistent Applause Winners also get a certificate to recognise their hard work, a little treat as well as a
praise phone call home.

Keep up the amazing work year 7 and well done for going the extra mile!
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Hilda, Our School Therapy Dog
Recently I got to see my first group of Year 11s leave St. Hild’s Church of England School. Where
does the time go? I have watched them work tirelessly leading up to their exams. I am sad to see
them leave but I know they are more than prepared to face their next steps on their journey.
Whatever their future holds, I wish them all the luck in the world.
I admire all our pupils who have been working hard to improve their attendance recently. It’s great
to see the competitiveness of our form groups.
Who will win the attendance trophy next?
Don’t forget, you are competing for a special
treat with your form tutor.
I have completed my first official assessment; I
now understand what our pupils go through.
I was nervous, which I know is only natural, but
I have proven to myself and to my pupils that
hard work and resilience pays off – I passed my
temperament test with flying colours!
Thank you to everyone who has helped me
along the way.
The dog behaviourist said that I had an amazing personality to be a school dog and that I am highly
intelligent. I am now beginning to start the next chapter of my training, which is to be a certified
therapy dog at St. Hild’s Church of England School and I can’t wait.  
It has been so exciting to see some new faces around school last week. We have had the pleasure of
meeting Year 5 and Year 6 pupils on their transition visits. I was thrilled to be so warmly welcomed
by them. They enjoyed watching me give out high fives and some of them liked my pink bandana. I
really enjoyed seeing how friendly and patient they were. I look forward to September when I will
see them all again.
  
Have a lovely summer everyone.
Stay safe and be helpful to your parents and carers. I’m going to help Mrs Gibson by digging a
massive hole in her garden. I haven’t told her where I’m going to put it yet but I’m sure she will
love it!
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Uniform at

St. Hild’s
We have a smart uniform that
pupils are proud to wear.
We ensure that the uniform
is affordable, durable and
comfortable.
If you need any help in providing the correct uniform for your child,
please contact the school office.

Full details of school and P.E. uniform
is on the website

www.sthilds.org.uk
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Summer School
We have an exciting Summer School
planned for our new Year 7s.
The activities will support academic,
social and physical skill building.

Mr Crannage and Miss Murray are leading
the weeklong Summer School and have
den building, orienteering,
maths challenges, reading and
craft sessions planned.
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Enrichment - Cook at Home Club
BACK IN THE KITCHEN
It has been absolutely wonderful to have our Year 10 pupils back in the kitchen again.
They have worked extremely hard and I’m sure we have some future
pastry chefs.
As part of their technical skills development, they have made some
sweet treats including Profiteroles, Lemon Meringue Pie
and Apple Tarte Tatin.

		Well

done, Year 10!

Year 7 - Cook at Home
The Year 7 Cook at Home Club have been trying their hand at some new recipes as well, including
making homemade bread and a fruit crumble. Well done to all taking part, keep up the good work.
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The Big, Big Project
By Hannah R

Big Big Project - Finalists - Team 1

In November last year we were all chosen to take part in the Earthshot - Big Big
Project, led by Tees Valley Combined Authority The theme was to address global
issues.
We were asked to pick an Earthshot that we felt we could talk
a lot about and what we would do to help resolve it. Our team,
named the Planet Protectors chose plastic pollution. Due to
Covid restrictions, we held regular TEAMs calls to enable us all
to work on the PowerPoint together and to make it the best we
could to ensure we would progress in this regional competition.
The first round we had a time restriction of 10 minutes, in which
we had to include lots of things like; what our aim was, how
much it was going to cost, advertisement, finance and lots more.
To help with this we were also given a business mentor to help us throughout the process.

We were successful and made it through to the semi-finals.
We came up with the idea of the plastic collector 3000, which was a hand held device that collects rubbish
from canals, and the sea, our feedback from the semi-finals was great. We scored very high and the judges
really liked our idea, so much that we landed our spot in the finals.
In April, we were given 3 weeks to create our last presentation. Our team pulled together. We made ourselves
and the school very proud.
We found the experience challenging at times but over all very fun. We learnt so much along the way:
teamwork, resilience and working to deadlines. These skills will help us in our future careers.

Team 1
receive their
Headteacher’s
Commendations
from Mrs Gibson
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Big Big Project - Finalists - Team 2

Team 2
receive their
Headteacher’s
Commendations
from Mrs Gibson

Amazing Artists!
Year 10 working hard
over May half term on
GCSE Art and Design
coursework.
Fantastic to see our
pupils’ creativity shining
through.
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UniConnect
FutureMe Enterprise
Boys in Year 9 haven’t allowed Covid to get in
the way of improving their employability and
educational opportunities. Fifteen male pupils
are spending one hour every week working on
a UniConnect project which aims to get more
young men into University education.
The project involves designing a YouTube
advertisement. The video will highlight the
benefits of higher education to young men.
Weekly sessions are delivered by Mrs Sangster
and Ms Lake. Matt Kirk from Middlesbrough
Football Club Foundation also drops by on
Teams every couple of weeks to offer guidance and encouragement to the boys. Having worked in
education and football for many years, Matt is a great role model for the youngsters.
The finished projects will be judged alongside others from
throughout the North-East. The winning storyboard will
be transformed into a thirty second advertisement which
UniConnect will then post on social media throughout the
region.
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Year 5 Family of Schools Transition Days
On the 29th of June, Year 5 pupils from Barnard Grove and West View Primary Schools
visited St. Hild’s Church of England School, followed by pupils from Clavering and St. Helen’s
on the 30th June.
Pupils were able to experience some of the exciting
lessons that happen in Secondary school including
baking cakes and making clay models as well as some
of the more familiar subjects of English and Maths.

The pupils even got to meet Hilda and some commented in their feedback how good it was
to have a school dog! The pupils were a credit to their primary schools, and although some
additional provisions had to put in place due to COVID to ensure bubbles stayed separate,
we had some lovely feedback from the pupils and staff.
• ‘Thank you for this fabulous day’
• ‘I really enjoyed it and I hope to come back and experience this again’
• ‘It was fantastic and I would love to come back’
• ‘Today has been fun. It also has made me feel more relaxed about going to secondary
school. I loved it.’
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‘Wildlife Heroes’ - S2L Bird House Project
Since returning to school after the Christmas lockdown period, Josh, Harley, William, Sarah, and
Casey have been working on a bird house project to try to attract more wildlife to the Space 2 Learn
area.
The garden situated in Space 2 Learn
already has guinea pigs, chickens and
rabbits. The pupils are hoping that
their bird houses will attract birds of all
varieties.
The effort that they have all shown has
been commendable, it is clear that wildlife
and animals is something that they are all
very passionate about. Well done.

Our St. Hild’s

Wildlife Heroes.
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
A group of pupils began their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award in 2019. They have
completed many activities that have included photography, special effect make up
and a general fitness program to name a few. They all participated in the buddying
program with the Year 7s. They have organised competitions and helped with
numeracy and literacy interventions.
The group completed several expeditions in the
Yorkshire Dales, The North Yorkshire Moors and
in the Lake District. This group really enjoyed
the experience of working together and when
lockdown occurred, they remained resilient and
supportive to each other.
I am pleased to say that three pupils have now
fully completed their Award.
Well done Alisha, Helen and Elizabeth.
Mrs Stainthorpe
Follow us on Twitter @StHildsDofE
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BBC Interview St. Hild’s pupils on Catch-up Funding
As part of the BBC’s national news coverage of the government’s response to CatchUp Funding a film crew came to St. Hild’s. Reporter Branwen Jeffreys interviewed our
Headteacher, Mrs Gibson and pupils.
Branwen is the BBC’s education editor and
has spent much of her working life looking
at our experience of using public services
and how they work. She is particularly
interested in what shapes our life chances
and the role of education.
Pupils talked of how hard they have
worked to compensate for missed learning
and Mrs Gibson stressed how well the
school has responded to the pandemic
and how proud she was of staff and pupils.

Film from the day was shown on the BBC National news at both 6pm and 10pm.
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Thoughts from our Theologians
This term our theologians have been busy planning and writing essays for national
competitions. Our GCSE pupils were invited by the University of Exeter to create essays in
response to the following big questions:
Would the world be better off without religion? and
Should everyone have to study religion at school?
Although we didn’t have a national winner, Heather, Emily, Riley, Finfeen, Anna and Hollie
received high praise from the judges and the quality of their work was commended.
The National Association for Teaches of Religious Education
(NATRE) held a blog competition and invited pupils to respond to
the question, ‘Why does an education in Religion and Worldviews
matter?’
The responses were fantastic but as we were only able to enter
5 per Key Stage, the RE teachers had the difficult job of picking
the best to represent St. Hild’s! We were over the moon to
receive the great news that Pennie in Year 10 received a Highly
Commended award for her work and had her name and school
published on the NATRE website.

Name of Pupil
Eleanor
Freya
Kidus
Ella
Emily
Craig
Matthew
Pennie
William
Ellie

Tutor
8L
8L
8L
9I
9I
10T
10T
10T
10L
10H

Pennie also recieved an Headteacher’s Commendation from
Mrs Gibson in recognition of her outstanding
achievement in the competition.
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Thoughts from our Theologians
Quotes from Essays and blogs
For me, RE is one of the best subjects I’ve ever studied in my school life and I think it is
intellectually rigorous. It has helped me (and is helping me) to understand the society
around me and the challenges and struggles they are facing. RE has also become a
reason for me to understand what is important in life and what isn’t. RE will always help
me and I am willing to challenge myself and gain lots of knowledge and change the
fast-changing planet that we’re living in!
Year 8 Pupil
Religion is something that has been practiced for centuries, yet still people seem
to believe that only one is right, or more superior over another, without fully
understanding it. Taking the time to properly learn about other religions, even if you do
not believe they are correct, will still be a step closer to respecting each other’s choices
in life. It helps bring valuable insights into the diverse beliefs and multi-cultural world
we are immersed in. Having knowledge on religion will help many citizens face less
discrimination and prejudices about them. As a result of this the mental health issues
people gain from these will decrease.
Year 10 Pupil
I believe that RE is a key subject to learn, even if you aren’t religious, as it teaches pupils
the skills and understanding they need to improve theirs and others futures by having
an open mind. Injustice will decrease because of the lessons pupils will have been
taught in RE and less people in the future will have to deal with prejudice and hate.
Year 9 Pupil
These lessons can also teach life skills of basic modesty and humility that previous
generations have lacked in.
Year 11 Pupil
Without religion there would be an absence of compassion in society and this would
result in many innocent people dying in war zones of disease and going hungry due to
poverty.
Year 11 Pupil

16

Care

Respect

Honesty

Equality

Responsibility

St. Hild’s Church of England School has submitted our
statement of impact for Artsmark.
This Arts Council England accreditation recognises schools
nationally that celebrate and promote the arts and
creativity in the curriculum.
What this space for an update on the award.

The Heroes Stamp Design Competition

A group of Year 8 pupils had the once in a lifetime opportunity to create designs for
‘The Heroes Stamp Design Competition’ led by the Royal Mail.
It is only the fourth time in the history of the Royal Mail that they have delivered such
a competition and this year it is on the theme of heroes of the pandemic. Children
from across the UK have created designs based on personal heroes, there are lots of
great prizes to be won and the overall winners will be sent to Her Majesty The Queen before being printed
and issued.
The pupils of St. Hild’s have worked tremendously hard on their designs and we wish them the best of luck
in the competition, winners will be announced after 30th September 2021.
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Safeguarding Accreditation
St. Hild’s Church of England School recognised for its
commitment to helping pupils stay safe online.
We have successfully completed a comprehensive online safety training
programme demonstrating our commitment to keeping children and
young people safe online.
St. Hild’s Church of England School – has received a National Online Safety Certified School
Accreditation for its whole school community approach to protecting children online.
National Online Safety is a multi-award winning digital training provider with extensive
resources in online safety, developed in line with the Department of Education’s statutory
requirements.
Its CPD accredited courses and educational resources support UK schools in educating the
whole school community in online safety – including all school staff, senior leaders, teachers
and parents – on how to make the internet a safer place for children.
James Southworth, co-founder at National Online Safety, said:
“Congratulations to everyone at St. Hild’s Church of England School on becoming a National
Online Safety Certified School. By completing our training programme, the school has shown
its strong commitment to implementing an
effective whole school approach to online
safety.”
“It can be increasingly difficult for schools
and parents to stay ahead of online threats
and ensure both children and staff are
safeguarded from potentially harmful and
inappropriate online material. We arm
schools with the knowledge they need to
understand online dangers and how best to
react to any problems.”
Mr Richardson, Designated Safeguarding
Lead at St. Hild’s Church of England
School, said: “We are very proud to have
successfully completed the National Online
Safety Certified School Accreditation,
underlining our successful approach to
safeguarding and supporting the wellbeing
of our pupils.”
18
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A day in a Favela..
In Geography, Year 8 are currently studying Development.
Pupils are learning about the differences between Low Income
Countries (LICs), Newly Emerging Economies (NEEs) and High
Income Countries (HICs).
As part of this topic, pupils have explored the lives of people
living in the slums (Favela’s) of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. They have
learned about the living conditions, employment opportunities,
quality of life and crime across different Favela’s.

As a department, Geography have been encouraging
the development of literacy skills, and therefore, the
pupils were tasked to produce a creative piece of
writing to describe their life as a Favela resident.
The pupils have produced some incredible work and should be very proud of themselves
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Curriculum Diversity
As part of our PSHE curriculum pupils have been
looking at equality and diversity.
The Weekly Theme focused upon the Human Rights
Act Article 1 and the biblical call to ‘love your
neighbour.’

Pupils discussed and reflected on why kindness,
justice and equality were important.
One pupil said ‘ Jesus sees us all as equal, it does
not matter of we are rich or poor, male or female
because we are equal, and we are loved’.

20
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Year 8 Maths Data Collection
Year 8 Maths class, 8x3, enjoyed a field trip to

collect data.

The pupils recorded the colours of vehicles
that drove past the school between 9.30am
and 10.15am.
The pupils enjoyed a different type of Maths
lesson and recorded more than 300 pieces of
data.

On returning to the classroom the pupils drew bar charts to represent the data they
had collected.

Solar Eclipse June 2021
During their Science lesson, the Year 11 pupils were able to observe the Annular Solar Eclipse
using their special glasses.
This type of eclipse occurs when the
Moon is in line between the Sun and
the Earth and creates a ‘ring of fire’.
In the UK we were only able to see a
partial eclipse, however a wonderful
experience for the Year 11 to have as
they come to the end of their time at
our school.
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Upcycling
in Geography
Alternative Curriculum Day (March 2021)
saw Year 7 pupils produce some excellent
creations focused around the importance
of sustainability and the impact of litter
pollution on our environment.
Having learnt about the importance of sustainability and
recycling to protect the Great Barrier Reef in Geography.
Some upcycled items were shared with the pupils to inspire
them, and then they were tasked with using materials to create
an item of increased value, whilst focusing on the importance
of reusing materials to reduce waste.
Year 7 had a very creative day and should be very proud.
Below are just a few of the fabulous items created from a pack of just: cardboard, paper, one
sheet of card, and string.
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Head Boy and Head Girl Elections
Year 10 pupils were given the chance to experience democracy at its best recently when senior Prefects competed against each other in the hope of becoming the next Head Boy and Head Girl.
This year, seven Prefects put themselves forward for the position. The rigorous process begins
earlier in the year with the completion of application forms and interviews and culminates in a
presentation to the staff and pupils of St. Hild’s School. It is then down to the pupils, and them
alone, to vote for the candidates they feel will do the most for them and the school community.

Following this year’s secret ballot, it is a great pleasure to announce Raymon as Head Boy and Emily
as Head Girl.
The remaining five candidates, Hollie, Jacob, Hannah R., Sienna and Hannah S. will form the Junior
Leadership Team (JLT) and work alongside Raymon and Emily in fulfilling their vision for the year
ahead.
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North Hartlepool Family of Schools - Thank you.

Thank 		
		 You
Thank you to our Primary Partners who have worked with us to provide a strong
transition for pupils in Year 6 and facilitated transition activities with Year 5
pupils.
Our embedded partnership supports children and families in order that young
people have a smooth beginning to secondary education.

We wish all primary staff a restful holiday.
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Literacy Update
Our vision is to ensure pupils can have access to a ‘world
class Education in a Christian context’.
We recognise literacy teaching as a fundamental necessity so
that pupils have full access to the curriculum and establish a
love of learning.
Departments at St. Hild’s have been sharing best practice on
their use of teaching new vocabulary in the classroom.
Our literacy focus this year has been on the teaching of tier 2
and tier 3 vocabulary.

Literacy competitions
‘Shelfie’ Competition
‘Shelfie’ competition! All tutor groups took part to match bookshelves to the correct member of
staff Pupils had to consider their teacher’s reading habits.
Our winners were 8H, Mr Richard’s tutor group.

Well done 8H.
This year, Key Stage 3 tutor groups have been taking part in our synonym challenge.
Pupils were provided a word and had to work as a team to
think of as many synonyms for that word.
Our winners this term were:
7I - Mrs Morrey’s tutor group
8I - Miss Kincaid’s tutor group.
9H - Mr Crannage’s tutor group.
26
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Numeracy Update
What a whirlwind this term has been. Once again the Maths department have been impressed by our
pupils and their consistent hard work.
Firstly, we must mention our in House Winners of the Newcastle University Maths challenge.
Junior - Lily - Year 7
Senior - Kay - Year 9
Watch this space for future Newcastle Graduates!
Next, a big shout out to our Year 11 pupils who have just taken part in a 2-week bridging programme of
Financial Maths. Pupils learned how to interpret a pay slip, how to budget effectively, how to calculate tax,
the risks taken when investing in stocks and shares and finally how to avoid identity fraud online.
Throughout the rest of the school, we have launched Hegarty Maths. Hegarty Maths allows our pupils to
have homeworks tailored to the areas they need to improve upon. Our Year 10 pupils have been utilising
Hegarty Maths to get a head start on their revision for next year. Here are some examples of the brilliant
work pupils have completed independently at home.

Emily 10L

Jessica 10D
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Numeracy Update
Other notable mentions are Morgan (10H) who
has answered over 507 GCSE questions since we
have launched and Evie (8S) who since watching
videos at home has improved on over 50 skills.
Well done to our Hegarty Heroes.

To end this term, we welcomed Year 5 pupils on their visit to St. Hild’s. This
gave them the experience of what Maths at St. Hild’s is all about. Our visitors
were taught to develop new skills involving place value and rounding in order to
problem solve!

Finally, we will finish this academic year with an Alternative Curriculum Day
where Tutor groups will be competing against each other in a
School Wide Mathematical Escape Room
in order to win points for their House.

Good luck to all involved.
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Physical Education Update
Youth Sports Trust Digital Projects
We have linked with the Youth Sports Trust and been fortunate enough
to have received 20 iPads to be used in school as part of their Digital
Divides project. The iPads will be issued to specific target groups in school
who will use them as a part of a school wide project to promote physical
activity. This will commence from September 2021 and we are looking
forward to getting started.

Funding grant success from Sports England
We have been fortunate enough to have been successful with a recent funding
application to Sport England to help improve our provision in PE, again with the
focus of improving levels of physical activity across the school.
Once the grant is received we will be looking to purchase some specialist gym
equipment (kettlebells, body pump sets) and be introducing a ‘St. Hild’s Gym
membership’ to our extra-curricular programme.
Initially we will target specific groups for this but will then introduce these classes
into the curriculum so that all pupils in school can benefit from receiving a gym class
style experience within their core PE lessons.

P.E. Kit
As National restrictions begin to ease we will be
looking to re-introduce the use of our changing
facilities in P.E., meaning there will no longer be a
requirement to travel to school in PE kit.
This will only be done once it is safe to do so and
any changes will be communicated via the usual
communication channels.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you
for supporting the PE Department.
Mr Richards, Subject Lead of P.E.
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Physical Education Update

Staff role models:

A number of staff have continued to use the period of National restrictions as their motivation
to remain active and keep their physical and mental health in check.
They have proved to be great role models for our pupils and have shown that even in difficult
circumstances we should still try to find time to be active as it is the best medicine.
Well done to all of the staff pictured from everyone in P.E.

The Nike Cup:
During Alternative Curriculum Day pupils in Year 7
and Year 10 participated in the Nike Cup using the
following website as their motivation to compete
against high profile Nike athletes.
(https://news.nike.com/news/nike-living-room-cup)
There were some amazing performances throughout
the day from both staff and pupils. If you have some
free time at home why not try and beat the scores
set by the professionals.
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Performing Arts Update
Alternative Curriculum Day Spring Term – Song Writing Competition
In the last ACD pupils were given an opportunity as part of their Performing Arts experiences at
school to write a song about lockdown and Covid. These are the winning songs.

1st Place - by Freya - Year 8
‘I Can’t Stop Dreaming’
Feels like this lockdown is getting to me
I wish that I could see familiar faces
And the things they say over TEAMS or Zoom
Don’t make any sense
I can’t stop dreaming and thinking, maybe I could be
Somewhere different more than a lockdown
memory
Want to leave this but I’m risking my immune system
Am I on the right road?
Out of the old,
I got to stay inside
And into the new
Just doing all my work
I want to know,
If Covid wasn’t here,
Would my wildest dreams feel like home
If I go out of the old?

Please can I see some different things?
I’m getting bored because my data’s gone
My friends are always trapped inside my screens
There is nothing to watch
I can’t stop dreaming and thinking maybe I could be
Somewhere different more than covid memory
Had it once now I don’t want to get it again
But there’s only one road
Out of the old
I got to stay inside
And into the new
Just doing all my work
I want to know,
If Covid wasn’t here
Would my wildest dreams feel like home?
If I go out of the old
And into the new
Out of the old and into the new
Yeah I wanna know
I wanna know
Just take me home.

2nd Place

‘Sick’ by Lizzy, Evie and Ariana - Year 8
It’s been a year now since the first lockdown was introduced
I’m sick and tired of staying inside
Can’t even go anywhere without a mask or hand sanitiser
Don’t forget about TikTok. Wow I think I’m addicted
Can’t even go on a simple walk
Online school feels like it will never end
I’ve already memorised all the TikTok trends
So many missing assignments
Sending all the teachers into retirement
BUT lockdown hasn’t been all that bad
Like baking and singing and oversleeping
Now all the shops are closing
Got a wardrobe full of Asda clothing
Shopping online is my new hobby
I’m sick of putting things in my online trolley
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Performing Arts Update
Learn to Play a Musical Instrument with TVMS
After it is safe to do so we will be offering all pupils at St. Hild’s the opportunity to learn
an instrument. Tees Valley Music Service will be offering Music tuition as an extracurricular experience. After restrictions for singing have been lifted it will be a great time
to pick up an instrument or to start singing lessons. It is not only fun but is also a life skill
that has many benefits, such as helping with your mental well-being and improving your
communication and social skills.
If pupils are interested in learning an instrument
with TVMS please look out for the questionnaire
to complete via the school website in the next
few weeks. Depending on the amount of interest
classes will be organised next academic year and
pupils will be notified in advance. Commitment
and regular attendance is essential.

May Half-Term GCSE Drama and Music
Extended Learning Opportunities
During the May half-term GCSE Drama and Music
pupils had the opportunity to come into school and
spend an extended period of time working on their
performance work.
It was great to see so many pupils take up this offer.
Drama pupils enjoyed working in the hall and on
the stage with stage lighting and learnt lots of new
Drama techniques with Mr Coe.
Mrs Hornsby kindly worked with Music pupils in the
Music room. All the pupils in attendance enjoyed
having the time to work on compositions
and performance work.
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Careers Update
Careers Discussion
May saw all Year 10 pupils receiving the Career Discussion. Pupils met with Mrs Sangster,
Careers Lead, in small groups to discuss the options open to them when they leave St. Hild’s
in Year 11. Vocational (work-based) courses, A Levels, Apprenticeships and T-Levels were all
explained.
At this stage in Year 10, pupils should be aware of the Career Sector they wish to follow as a
career. They may not know what job they want to do just yet but they should know which
area interests them, e.g. sport, creative, health. Being prepared by researching different jobs
will help with final choices in the not too distant future.
Here are some websites to help:
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
Unifrog.org
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/

Hello World
12 girls in Year 10 had the opportunity to take part in Hello World. This is an annual event
hosted by Teesside University, however due to Covid restrictions, this year’s event needed to
be virtual.
Hello World is an inspirational 1- day event aimed at showing young women that careers in
Creative digital and Computer Science are full of great women leaders. These women do
amazing work ranging from Robotics and software engineering through to making award
winning games and animations.
Our pupils were able to:
• Listen to a panel of inspirational women talking about what and who inspired them to
get into digital.
• Attend a creative and technical workshops delivered by one of our digital specialists
• Have a chance to speak to someone from industry in a small group Q and A session.
The girls picked up some great ideas and we look forward to next year when, hopefully, we
can be back in the University as this adds an extra dimension to the event.
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Help and Support in Hartlepool
Hartlepool Foodbank | Helping Local
People in Crisis
The Trussell Trust runs the largest network of food banks
in the UK, giving emergency food and support to people in
crisis. Fourteen million people live below the poverty line
and in the last year 1,9 million three-day emergency food
supplies were distributed to people in crisis.

https://hartlepool.foodbank.org.uk/

Help and Support
in Hartlepool
Follow the links

For Families - Healthy Relationships
Partnership Hartlepool
We are working to make sure parents who are going
through difficult times in their relationships know
they are not alone and that there is help available.
We aim to get people talking about the ups and
downs of relationships that we all experience and
help them to get the support they may need.

http://hrphartlepool.co.uk/our-legacy/
support-for-families/

Hartlepool | Parent Support
Child and Adult Services Department: Child and Adult
Services Department, Hartlepool Borough Council,
Civic Centre, Victoria Road, Hartlepool, TS24 8AY.
Phone Number: 01429 266522
Email: fcsh@hartlepool.gov.uk
The Children’s Hub: If you wish to contact The
Children’s Hub: Phone Number: 01429 284284
Email: childrenshub@hartlepool.gov.uk

https://hartlepool.fsd.org.uk/kb5/hartlepool/fsd/advice.page?id=gvGRqYZIom0
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What is Peer-on-Peer Sexual Abuse?
The Department for Education (DfE) define peer-on-peer sexual abuse as sexual abuse that happens
between children of a similar age or stage of development. It can happen between any number of children,
and can affect any age group. The term ‘peer-on-peer’ sexual abuse includes:
sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault
• sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment, which may
be stand-alone or part of a broader pattern of abuse
• upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without them knowing,
with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or to cause the
victim humiliation, distress or alarm
• sexting (also known as ‘youth-produced sexual imagery’)

The Ofsted Review of Sexual Abuse in Schools and Colleges.
Published on June 10th, the Ofsted Review of Sexual Abuse in Schools and Colleges document highlights
where schools are not always meeting the needs of the children and young people within their care, or
some of the staffing team who support them.
It also shares where it recognised good practice, and notes a number of recommendations within the
body of the report. The inspectors visited 32 different schools and colleges and spoke to over 900 children,
teachers parents/carers, leaders and governors whilst gathering data for the report.
I have pulled the following findings from the report:
•
•
•
•
•

Girls are regularly sent explicit images from boys and feel under considerable pressure to send indecent
pictures of themselves.
Some young people thought it was acceptable to request a nude picture from somebody but not to
share it further.
90% of girls and nearly 50% of boys, said being sent explicit pictures or videos of things they did not
want to see happens a lot or sometimes to them or their peers
92% of girls and 74% of boys, said sexist name calling happens a lot or sometimes to them or their
peers.
One of the statements that jumped out to me and really saddened me was that “The frequency of
these harmful sexual behaviours means that some children and young people consider them normal”.

Where does Sexual Violence Occur?
The report outlined when the inspectors asked children and young people where sexual violence occurred,
they typically talked about unsupervised spaces outside of school, such as parties or parks without adults
present, although some girls said they also experienced unwanted touching in school corridors.
The young people stated they are less likely to report abuse by a peer for a number of reasons, including
ostracisation, that there was a fear that all of their peers would find out and that once reported, the next
steps would be out of their control.
The young people indicated they have the knowledge that teachers have to keep things confidential,
however, were worried where the information was passed onto, and what would then be done.
When asking young people who they felt comfortable talking to about an issue they indicated their friend,
parent/carer or an adult in school they had a good relationship with.
If you would like further information on the report please visit:
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/2604/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges.pdf .
Or contact the school and ask to speak to a member of the Safeguarding Team.
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Mr Richardson (Designated Safeguarding Lead)
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At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one issue of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

‘Nature’ is a superb choice as the theme of this year’s Mental Health Awareness Week, as there’s clear evidence that getting
access to nature is excellent for our mental health. With Covid-19 restrictions beginning to ease, it’s the perfect time of year to
rediscover the natural world and give ourselves a calming, uplifting treat. You don’t have to drag the family on a four-hour
hike, either – just 10 minutes each day in the garden, in the local park or your nearest green space could really help. Here are
12 suggestions for ways you can benefit from nature … both online and off.

1

ONLINE

OFFLINE
Now the weather’s improving, go for a walk in a
green space nearby. If you’re already familiar
with your chosen route, you could always leave
your phone at home to be completely free of
the usual distractions and notifications.

A swift internet search should bring up details of any
local conservation projects you could volunteer for, or
litter-picking events that you could enrol the family in.
It doesn’t have to be a long-term commitment: most
schemes are grateful for every bit of help!

Tranquil streams

2

Search your preferred music player for some
soothing natural sounds. A few minutes’ gentle
audio of rainfall, ocean waves or birdsong are all
great ways of unwinding at the end of the day to get
you ready for an excellent night’s sleep.

3

5

4

Hang a bird feeder where you can easily see it from a
window. Then enjoy the feelgood factor of satisfied
avian visitors perching where you can see them. For
something more advanced, you could try building a
nesting box to fix onto a fence or under a windowsill.

Watch the stars

Wildlife on the web

A Google search will bring up lots of sites that stream
webcam footage of nature. From seals to barn owls,
rabbits to badgers, you can get an intimate,
heart-warming view of all kinds of animal communities
from inside the comfort of your own home.

3

4 Feed your feathered friends

Park your worries

5

If you’re lucky enough to live within easy travelling
distance of a park, you’d benefit from using it.
Whether it’s to play ball games, get on your bike, walk
the dog or just get some fresh air into your lungs, the
potential bonuses for mental health are enormous.

Looking at the night sky can be incredibly calming. There
are some comprehensive stargazing websites and apps to
help you locate and recognise different stars. It can take 20
minutes or so before you can see stars fully in the dark, even
on clear nights, so allow your eyes time to adjust.

6

Put down some roo ts

Planting flowers, shrubs, herbs or vegetables can be
extremely rewarding. Not only does it help us to
connect with nature – it also provides an ongoing
project to draw pleasure from. If your home doesn’t
have a garden, no problem: a window box will do the
job just as well!

Most gardens in the UK attract a wonderful variety of
birds, and just watching them for a few minutes can
be immensely therapeutic. There are some
excellent apps and sites to help you name any
species you don’t already know or even play a
game: identifying bird song, like bird song bingo!

If you’ve not heard of it, geocaching is a modern twist
on the traditional treasure hunt. Participants look for
items hidden in outdoor locations, using a GPS-enabled
device like a mobile phone or tablet. We’d recommend
that an adult accompanies young adventurers!

Share what you see

2

A different kind of tweet

Give geocaching a go

While you’re out exploring nature, take a photo
or video of anything you find that inspires you.
Not only will it be a nice memory for you to look
back on, but you could also share it safely on
social media and maybe motivate others to
engage with the natural world!

1

Ditch the phone

Give something back to nature

6

Art and soul

Younger children will enjoy drawing or painting
animals or nature scenes, or writing a poem or song
lyrics about nature. For extra art or crafting fun, you
could collect natural materials – leaves, feathers, tree
bark or seeds, for example – to use in your creations.

Meet Our Expert
p

Anna Bateman is passionate about placing prevention at the
heart of every school, integrating mental wellbeing within the
curriculum, school culture and systems. She is also a member
of the advisory group for the Department for Education,
advising them on their mental health green paper.
Sources: https://nhsforest.org/coronavirus-lockdown-we-need-nature-now-more-ever | https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/article/call-to-wild | ‘Mental Health and Nature’, Mind, 2018

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 12.05.2021
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Lunch Menu - Autumn Term 2021

Week 1
Monday
Traditional
Sausage Toad in
the Hole with
Mash & Gravy

Tuesday
Traditional
v Homemade
Cheese & Onion
Pasty with
Chunky Potato
Wedges

Wednesday
Traditional
Roast Chicken
with Sage &
Onion Stuffing
and Roast
Potatoes

Thursday
Traditional
Muffin Topped
Beef Casserole
with Baby
Potatoes

Friday
Traditional
Crispy Battered
Fish & Chips

Fusion
Chicken Korma &
Rice

Fusion
Pork Ragu with
Pasta

Fusion
Asian Pulled Pork
Loaded Wedges

Fusion
Aioli Chicken &
Veg Noodle Box

Street
v Mac ‘n’ Cheese
with Garlic Bread
Fingers

Street
Chicken Salsa
Burrito

Street
v Spanish Style
Vegetable Frittata
Slice

Fusion
v Roasted
Butternut Squash
& Coconut Dal
Street
Posh Fish Finger
Sandwich with
Lemon Mayo

Vegetables
Green Beans
Cauliflower

Vegetables
Sweetcorn
Broccoli

Vegetables
Medley of
Vegetables

Vegetables
Sautéed Savoy
Cabbage
Carrots

Vegetables
Mushy Peas
Sweetcorn

Dessert
Apple & Berry
Crumble with
Custard

Dessert
Lemon Drizzle
Cake

Dessert
Chocolate
Banana Brownie

Dessert
Marble Sponge &
Custard

Dessert
Iced Swiss
(Sticky) Bun

Monday
Traditional
Bacon, Leek &
Potato Bake

Tuesday
Traditional
Creamy Mash
Topped Fish Pie

Fusion
Pork Meatballs in
Tomato Sauce
with Pasta

Street
v Sri Lankan
Sweet Potato &
Vegetable Curry
with Rice

Street
v Cajun Spiced
Vegetable Wrap

Street
v Vegetable
Masala Wedges
with Minted
Yoghurt

Thursday
Traditional
v Cheese &
Roasted Red
Pepper Quiche
with Potato
Wedges
Fusion
Classic Beef
Burger with
Tomato Salsa
& Potato Wedges
Street
Crispy Chicken
Fajita

Friday
Traditional
Crispy Battered
Fish with Chips

Fusion
Chicken Tikka
Pizza

Wednesday
Traditional
Beef in Rich
Onion Gravy &
Yorkshire
Puddings with
Mash
Fusion
Chicken Chow
Mein

Vegetables
Peas
Carrots

Vegetables
Sweetcorn
Broccoli

Vegetables
Medley of
Vegetables

Vegetables
Mixed Salad
Coleslaw

Vegetables
Peas
Baked Beans

Dessert
Lemon & Sultana
Muffin

Dessert
Apple Pie &
Custard

Dessert
Jam & Coconut
Sponge &
Custard

Dessert
Chocolate &
Orange Flapjack

Dessert
Autumn Berry
Sponge &
Custard

Street
v Roast
Vegetable &
Cheese Calzone

Week 2

Fusion
v Veggie Pasta
Bolognaise
Street
v Quorn Dippers
& Piri Piri Dip with
Chips

We expect to find God at work in our school
OFFICIAL
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Week 3

Lunch Menu - Autumn Term 2021

Monday
Traditional
Pasta Bolognaise
with Cheesy
Garlic Flat Bread
Fusion
v Sweet & Sour
Vegetable Rice
Pot

Tuesday
Traditional
Chicken & Veg
Pie with Creamy
Mash
Fusion
Greek Pork Gyros
with Flat Bread &
Paprika Yoghurt
Street
v Arrabiata Pasta
Pot

Wednesday
Traditional
Roast Pork with
Apple Sauce &
Roast Potatoes
Fusion
Salmon & Sweet
Potato Fishcake
in a Bun with Thai
Chilli Sauce
Street
v Margherita
Pizza

Street
v Mexican Bean
Tortilla Wrap

Street
Piri Piri Chicken
with Spicy Rice

Vegetables
Sweetcorn
Peas

Vegetables
Carrots
Green beans

Vegetables
Medley of
Vegetables

Vegetables
Broccoli
Sweetcorn

Dessert
Sticky Date &
Apple Slice with
Custard

Dessert

Dessert

Dessert

Cappuccino Bars

Peach Crisp &
Custard

Fruit Cheesecake

Autumn Term 2021

Thursday
Traditional
v Quorn Cottage
Pie

Friday
Traditional
Crispy Battered
Fish & Chips

Fusion
Veggie Chilli
Filled Yorkshire
Pudding

Fusion
Jamaican Style
Chicken Burger
(Pineapple Salsa)
with Chips
Street
v Turkish Style
Quorn Strips with
Roast Veg Cous
Cous
Vegetables
Peas
Coleslaw
Dessert
Chocolate
Surprise Cake &
Chocolate Sauce

Term Dates for the Academic year 2021 - 2022

Monday 6th September - Professional Development Day (School closed to pupils)
Tuesday 7th September - Staggered start to term
Half-term holiday: Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October
Tuesday 2nd November - Alternative Curriculum Day
Friday 26th November - Professional Development Day (School closed to pupils)
Term ends - Friday 17th December
Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4th January - Term starts for all pupils
Half-term holiday: Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February
Thursday 24th March - Alternative Curriculum Day
Term ends - Thursday 7th April
Friday 8th April - Professional Development Day
Summer Term 2022
Monday 25th April - Term starts for all pupils
Bank Holiday - Monday 2nd May
Half-term holiday: Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June
Friday 1st July - Professional Development Day (School closed to pupils)
Wednesday 6th July - Alternative Curriculum Day
OFFICIAL
Term ends - Friday 22nd July
Monday 25th July - Professional Development Day
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Bridging the gap with Year 11

Following the successful completion of their GCSE
assessments, Year 11 pupils participated in a number
of alternative curriculum activities to bridge the gap
between the end of their secondary school education
and their post 16 destinations.
Here are some of the photographs taken during these
specially arranged events.
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